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risks posed in opening up the economic
sectors as the country relaxes the Move-
‘ment Control Order (MCO) to contain the
spread of the coronavirus.

Prof Rosalam Sarbatly of UIIIVEI‘Slty:?_
Malaysia Sabah’s Strategic Management -

and Corporate Communications Centre in

a statement here Saturday said an impor- .

tant step is to close the borders of the
country.

“This will prevent the import of out-

breaks”, he said, adding that the Govern- .
ment also introduced the Conditional
MCO which requires the community to

continue lmng with new normal life prac-g :

tices.
He said the success of the Conditional

MCO in preventing the outbreak is condi-
tional with the key prerequisite is that the
society needs to be knowledgeable and

disciplined.

“In Malaysia our society is far behlndj?‘t

Singapore and Hokkaido which both are
knowledgeable and disciplined.

“However, one thing that balancesiit, is
the culture of our people who fear the law.

This means that the success of the Condi-

tional MCO depends largely on the role of -
local authorities in ensuring that new life

practices are adhered to.

“The economy must be open and the

If either fails,
Malay51a is expected tofacealong hurnan— |

outbreak contained.

itarian crisis,” he said.

Prof Rosalarn said the opemng of the "
economic sector shows that the govern-

ment is trying to capitalise on the global
economic crisis by building an internal
economy. ,to cope with the -inevitable

The country sle%dershlp '
needs to plan and further evaluate the .

. new hvmg norms,’ he said. -

global econonuc crisis.” 5

The three main advantages at stake are;
while the contagious situation in Singa-.
pore, Indonesia, and the Philippines are |
raging, it opens up Malaysia as a contrib- ..
utor and economic saviour; the health™
framework in containing the outbreak has
proven to be the best in the world and; a
culture of society that i is afrald of law en- |
forcement. el

He said the worst of all, is the presence .
of many foreign workers who are either

| unemployed or not contributing to the

country’s economy and need to be helped
by using the country’s funds. . | .
In Sabah, apart from the economic cri-
sis, the delays in the construction and
plantatlon sectors will also lead to the
same crisis, economic and humanltarjan
crisis, he sald r
“Thls is because forelgners are workers
in both sectors. ' ;
-“However, the openmg of the ECOHOI‘nlC
sector must be in line with the strict en-
forcement of the Conditional MCO. '
“Ifithe economy does not open, the

: RM423 ‘billion international reserves capa- |
‘ble of financing imports of around eight -

months and the country’s savings “of

"around RM2 trillion will continue to de- -
‘cline to cover operating costs and help

Malaysmns who lose thelr source of in-
come. :
“The oil and gas sector, which is a con- -
tributor to the country’s economy, is um'e- :
liable.

“New economies based on basm needs

“ such as the food industry and the digital
, 'technology will become a key pillar of the

country'’s sustamablhty in the practxce of
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