A view of Mabul Island.

Plastic waste:
UMS to help
Mabul folks
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KOTA KINABALU: Mabul islanders in Sem-
porna can look forward to the possibility
of making money from plastic waste soon.
Universiti Malaysia Sabah’s Research
and Innovation Management Centre
Deputy Director Dr Jidon Janaun said the
varsity is working on the “Plastic Up-cy-
cling Project: Plastic to Fuel” with the
hope that the experiment would create a
circular economy for the community.
Despite being famous as a tourist des-
tination, the 20-hectare Mabul island,
with about 2,500 residents, have limited

resources and lack of proper waste man- -

agement. »

“It is expensive to ship the waste to
Semporna town. The easiest way for the
people at Mabul is either to bury, burn or

dump the waste into the sea.
“We.believe if we can show the people
how to make money, it will be a workable
solution,” he said during a recent webinar
with BIuHope on Commonwealth Day,
adding that the solution to put value to
plastic would lead to proper waste dis-

- posal awareness among the community.

Jidon added that the project aimed to
convert plastics into diesel to be used to
fuel generators and boat engines.

Despite the name “Appropnate Tech-
nology Pyrolyser”, he said the 3T system or
Trash-to-tank innovation was not rocket
science as the process involved putting
certain types of plastics and coconut
husks into a machine to produce fuel. -
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