US, Sabah linked strongly through education
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EDUCATION has and will
be a strong link between
and the United States of

and he favours the people to
people approach in education
ﬂdeetets sald among

knowledge of the United
States, its people and culture.
Each student will complete at
least 380 hours of English study
over the course of two years
and must attend the Intensive
sesslons during school breaks.

“These are all premier
leadership programs and we
certalnly want to continue them.
Some of the programs have been

on hold because of the Covid-19
pandemic and we hope to be able
to continue (with them soon).
“We have 2 Sabahan student
chosen for space and this
iaﬂn.lspmmng travel Is
allowed as Alabama has some

been set up in the public higher
learning institute.

The ocurrent focus In
the American Comer s on

environment and there are
regular programs focusing on
the environment with a lot of
opportunity for interaction, he
disclosed.

McFeeters, when asked for his
advice for youths in Sabah in
terms of education, stressed on
the importance of education for
thelr future.

“In terms of the US programs
we urge them to apply now. I

Tludn!hlg!m'lsmptthe
word out to youths in Malaysia
and to do this during this time
when things are hampered
the Covidi9 pandemic. the l?g

permits
and we are able to get out to
schools, 1 personally would do
trmnlmﬁen]umm
talks in universities and high
schools. | would
other officers to do S0 a5 well

that is generally a big part of our

program.

“In Sabah the best multiplier
we have Is the American
Corner at UMS, we and our
partners there would publicize
Information about our programs.
In the past two we have
had America Days around July &
In Sabah and we centred around

America corners with programs
and that would be another way
of getiing the message out and
across to the " he added.

participan

Sabah, McFeeters said it is a
program that the Embassy is
proud of.

"l was delighted to have a
chance to launch the second
cohort of 50 women, 10 from
Sabzh who are enrolled in the
AWE in Malaysia It is a nine
to o-month program based

development program from the
Arizona State University's (ASU)
Thunderbird School of Global

Management.

“We at the embassy are very
proud of these women and I
had a chance to Interact with

at a mini bazaar here In Kuala

Lumpur and It was everything
from handmade ties to different

kinds of honey and soap, a nice
vuietyofprodu:tswithahnw

component

from Sabah, lncluding SHEFR
(Sabah Women Entrepreneurs &
Professionals

Assodation.

“We just think the world of
that mnwenaveareq
talented Malaysian partner, the
Women Entrepreneur Network
Assodation (WENA) working on
this project.” he said.

SWEPA and WENA were the

bassador sald adding that it

“This is generally the situation
around the world, we need to
get women to see how they
can take more steps to benefit
themselves. When we get women
involved in the the
mmemmymmmd]
mlnk!tnnsmemnl]purpcse
of the program,” he sald.

AWEIsabusiness development
program that empowers women

to become Independent and
confident en ursthrough
capacity buil networking
and mentoring opportunities.
Established by the US State
Department under the White
House-led Global Development

and  Prosperity (W-GDP)
Initiative, AWE supports the
grwthufwmnenh‘ms
around the world through a
m with the Arizona
s (ASU)

Thunderbird School of Global
Managemen

history of

‘the Shangri-La's Rasa Ria Resort
In Tuaran.

As he was unable to travel
to Sabah again because of the
pandemic, McFeeters was taken
on a virtual visit to Sabah from
August 1620, where he also
conducted a series of

rights, security cooperation,
public health, people-to-peaple
exchanges, and more.

To his thoughts on what
would likely attract Americans
to visit Sabah, McFeeters sald
on his personal list is to climb

Mount Kinabalu with his family
members.

“Maybe we can get a group
from the to do that
~ 1 think it is that and egual
to that is all of the
and underwater treasures In
Sabah. We were thrilled to have
that virtual tour of the marine
parks.. Sabah has the sea and
the mountains and forest™ he
sald
McFeeters also had the
opportunity to sample some
Sabahan cuisine at the Embassy
at the same time the virtual tour
was held.
Hisfavourite was the penjaram
and he also took a liking to our

week but not as wonderful as
when we can come out there” he

the Sabah wisit,

pandemic. In o the one
million doses of Pfizer vaccines
donated to inJ

e T i
million to boost Covid-19 testing

mpantymsmahmdanm
EMz million for ambulance
donations and other support to
the International Federation of

expressing

to the Kota Kinabalu City Hall
for their continuous support
for the s outreach
activitles In the

the US government's focus on
the climate crisis and desire to
support Malaysla in its efforts to
overcome this challenge.
Through the Department of
State's Bureau of International
Narcotics and Law Enforcement
Affairs (INL), the US Embauy
has provided assistance
protect blodiversity that ls
vital for Sabah's environmental

health and tourism Industry
with a USs1 million grant to
provide training on combating
wildlife

McFeeters also met with
civil  soclety
organizations working on
human rights issues induding
Human

prwllﬂuxlnScauEaglsTacttal
Unmanned systems
worth appmxlm.ately USD $48
million to be used by the Boyal
Malaysian Navy (RMN).

As of August 2021, 12 of the
aircraft have been delivered to
the RMN's first Unmanned Aerial
Unit, 601 Squadron, located in

- Bomeo Edition. The program
will consist of a webinar series,
a three-week boot camp, and
2 mentorshi ent all
&slg:leﬂ mpmmmpmm youth

spcial  lIssues
ranng communities In Sabah
and Sarawak, with a focus on
the themes of diversity and
indusion, the environment, and

The USAID-funded PREDICT
project in Malaysla collaborated
with the Sabah Wldiife
Department to study zoonotlc
disease  transmission  and
pandemic prevention.



