ITBC's Biodiversity Festival hopes to rcuse
awareness on biodiversity conservation
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"KOTA KINABALU: The Bio-

diversity Festival 2019 at In--

stitute for Tropical Biology and
Conservation (ITBC) Universiti
Malaysia Sabah (UMS) is ex-
pected to help raise awareness
on the importance of biodi-
versity conservation in Sabah
especially among young gener-
ation.

Held from March 27 to 28, it
was the first to be organised by
ITBC which will promote fun
ways of learning through ac-
tivities such as bird watching,
archery,
Work, photography workshop,
and board games among oth-
ers.
© It was aimed at providing
knowledge on biodiversity in
Sabah, working together with
agencies and non-governmental
organizations to raise aware-
ness on environmental issues,
and nurturing interactions  be-
tween the institute and the so-
ciety through biodiversity and
conservation-related activities.

UMS Vice-Chancellor Prof.
Datuk Dr D Kamarudin D
Mudin said the initiative was in
line with the university’s efforts

to develop education in Sabah -

throughi its eX|st|ng natural re-
sources.

He noted that ITBC was one
of the university’s institutes
which aimed to become a cen-
tre of research in the field of
tropical biology and conserva-
tion especially in Sabah.

“Sabah is blessed with abun-
dance of natural resources and
as a centre of knowledge, UMS
must take up the challenge to
conduct research activities to
develop science -education @s-
pecially in biodiversity conser-
vation.

“ITBC has a lot'of scientists
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who have conducted numerus
research on biodiversity and
tropical biology and we hope
that they will continue the ef-
fort to attain the target of be-
coming the centre of reference
not only for local but inter-
national researchers as well,”
he said.

His speech was delivered by

Dean of UMS Faculty of Science
and Natural Resources Prof. Dr
Baba Musta during the festival’s
launching ceremony yesterday.

Meanwhile, ITBC Director
Assoc..  Prof.. Dr . Monica

Suleiman said the festival was a

holistic approach to gather the
institute’s three produce —
Borneensis, Borneensis Gallery,
and Friends of Borneensis.

She asserted that ITBC has

conducted countless research
since 1996 with focus on the

fields of taxonomy and biodi-

versity, ecology, wildlife man-
agement, eco-tourism, and nat-
ural products.

“One of our objectives was
to become a centre of ref-
erence for biodiversity through

our state-of-the-art facility,

_ Borneensis.

_ “Scientists both local and
international, have come here
to refer to the specimens for
biodiversity, ecology, or medic-
inal purposes as most of us are
taxonomists — we go into the
forests to collect the specimens
and identify or name them. '

- “We provide baseline data
so researchers from other
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