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Misbun's return to BAM a 
relief for Chong Wei 

- SEE STORY ON PAGE 26 

Training base switch SEA Games-bound women 
footballers to get familiarised 
with competition venues 
Ný (o ý 20 iý a3 

By FRANCIS XAVIER 
Francis@newsabah- 
times. com. my 

KOTA KINABALU: The 
2017 SEA Games-bound 
national women's foot- 
ball team will switch 
training base from Uni- 
versity Malaysia Sabah 
(UMS), to Jeonsa in Kg 
Pandan Sports Complex, 
in Kuala Lumpur from 
July 2. 

Head coach Mohd 
Asyraaf Fong Abdullah 
said the move is necessary 
in order for his side to 
familiarise themselves with 
the Games venues, which 
are the UiTM Stadium and 
UM Stadium. 

"It would have been great 
to remain here because we 
have everything here from 
facilities and so on. We also 
have good contacts to play 
against local clubs here. 

"However, we need to 
get the team or the players 
familiarised with the 
Games venues so that when 
the time comes, they will 
he more comfortable, and 
this will give us a slight 
advantage over our oppo- 
nents, " said Asyraaf. 

He said they are also 
planning to play two 
friendly matches against 
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the current South Asian 
Football Federation 
(SAFF) champions India 
on July 29 and 31. 

"Talks are ongoing, but 
verbally, India have agreed 
to come and play two 
games against our team. 
We will play one game 
each at the Games venues, " 
said Asyraaf. 

In a related development, 
Asyraaf said he has called 
up two players to attend the 
ongoing third phase of cen- 
tralised training, which is 
ongoing at the UMS Sports 
Complex. 

"I have decided to call on 
Penang-born teenager Nur 
Shahirah Suhaimi from 
Malaysia Sports School 
Sabah to join the squad. 
She is only 16 years old and 
can play in midfield as well 

as in defence. 
"I also recalled Ranau 

lass Marcella Angela Parais 
to train with the team. She is 
19 and was initially with the 
squad before being dropped 
after the second phase Of 
centralised training. 

"Since our player Siti 
Nur Azzati Shaik Maznan 

ASYRAAF ... is hoping for the best from his young squad. 

is nursing a knee injury, we 
need to bring in more play- 
ers. 

"So with the two new 
players coming in, we have 
a squad of 25 players for 
the Games, excluding Siti, " 
said Asyraaf, adding that 
Siti is still with the team for 
treatment. 

Women's football is 
among the 37 sports to be 
competed in the 29th edi- 
tion of the Games that will 
be participated by 11 mem- 
bers of the Southeast Asian 
Games Federation that in- 
clude Malaysia, Brunei, 
Cambodia, Indonesia, 
Laos, Myanmar, the Philip- 

pines, Singapore, Thailand, 
Timor-Leste and Vietnam. 

For the record, the 
Games will, officially begin 
on August 19 and end on 
August 30. 

However, women's foot- 
ball will be among the few 
sports that will kick off 
early from August 14. 

focal football arena will miss Raja Ahmad's enthusiasm 
KUALA LUMPUR: His interest 
in football did not wane even 
though he was no longer at the 
helm of the nation's football gov- 
erning body, the Football As- 
sociation of Malaysia (FAM). 

Datuk Sen Raja Ahmad Zain- 
uddin Raja Omar's vocal crit- 
icisms and views aimed at taking 
the national football squad to the 
international arena often opened 
the eyes of local football fans and 
officials. 

The loss of the former. FAM 
vice-president will very much be 
felt as he was sharp and vocal in 
raising views, though unpleasant, 
against the football governing 
body in the interest of improving 
football in the country. 

The death of Raja Ahmad Zain- 
uddin, 61, at the KPJ Hospital in 
Ipoh, Perak about 8.30am from 
viral infection of the lungs has 

RAJA AHMAD 
... passed away 

yesterday at 61 years old. 

shocked the local football scene. 
FAM deputy president Datuk 

Yusoff Mahadi when contacted by 
Bernama yesterday said Raja Ah- 

mad Zainuddin was a football 
personality who contributed enor- 
mously, especially when he was 
the Perak team manager in the 
1990's. 

"He was an individual who had 
served and raised the image of 
football in the country. Even 
though he did not hold any post, 
he tirelessly gave his views. 

"He was a towering figure, es- 
pecially when he was with Perak 
as he turned the team around and 
made them rise from their ebb, " 
he said. 

Raja Ahmad took Perak to 
emerge as Malaysia Cup cham- 
pions in 1988, after a 28-year gap 
and he will always be remem- 
bered for phenomenal achieve- 
ments and the nickname, "The 
Boss Gaurus". 

Indeed, he was very much re- 
spected among Perak football 

fans. 
"The passing of Raja Ahmad 

was sad news to all football fans, 
especially in Perak after having 
contributed so much to the sport. 

"I expressed my heartfelt con- 
dolences to his family and may 
Allah bless his soul, " he said. 

Meanwhile, FAM secre- 
tary-general, Datuk Hamidin Mo- 
hd Amin said Raja Ahmad Zain- 
uddin's love for football had nev- 
er waned as he did not stop 
speaking up for football despite 
not being involved in any football 
body. 

"I was with Raja Ahmad when 
he was FAM vice-president and I 
was then in the executive com- 
mittee. Wherever he went, the 
subject would always be on im- 
proving football. 

"I just contacted him last week 
and he was still giving ideas on 
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how to develop football' in the 
country, " he said. 

After failing to win any post in 
the 2010 FAM Congress, the 
then-president, 'Sultan Ahmad 
Shah appointed him to head the 
FAM Finance Committee and 
Competition Committee for the 
2010-2014 term. 

Raja Ahmad was the one who 
proposed Malaysia open its 
doors to players from ASEAN 
countries in the local league on 
local player tickets, just like the 
move by the European Union 
(EU). 

He had also proposed that state 
football associations take over 
the management of stadiums in 
each state so as to generate rev- 
enue for the association and be- 
come less dependent on state 
government assistance. - Berna 
ma 
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