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Rejuvenation of marine life at Sipadan 
" l. a%t of a two part eoeries on a 

scientific expedition to Sipadan Island. 

SEMIW)H\A: There seems to be a rejuvenation -t 
mannt life at the Sipadan Island following th, 
government's decision to stop the resort activ, 
there five years ago and limit the number of 
visitors there ever since. 

The 2010 Sipadan Island Marine I 
Scientific Expedition from 26 to 30 April that 
undertaken for the first time after the humitr 
actlvIts ',? I th, " ;.!. In.! c. ". ý "il fuIIrlcl tIt .It tI 

att. 
'I r. ...,. h. , l. 

Pul., 1, lur t11t Iutjr, 
. 

Lion all over the world. 
The research team headed by UMTr '"! .I:: Science Department lecturer Dr Juanita . 1..., l, t, 

found the presence of more young turtles and the, 
clearly indicated the rise in the turtle population 
in Sipadan Island over the last five years. 

This is proven throughout the expedition. 
between 50 and 60 turtles could be seen within a 
day in the feeding area. ' he said. 

According to her the method used in the turtle 
studies is to catch. measure their size and mark 
them. 

Blood samples are also taken for genetic stud- 
ies and to ensure the continuity of the study t!, o 
was conducted since last year, she said. 

Dr Juanita noted that throughout the expo 
tion about 42 Green and Hawksbill turtles %% 
caught for the study and released later. 

On the number of turtles that land to lay eggs, 
around Sipadan Island, Dr Juanita noted that it i' 
still too early to decide as there is no complete 
data recorded since last year for comparison pur 
poses. 

He said, the Wetting of Sipadan Island as a 
park under the care of Sabah Parks has provided 
the turtles a protected habitat and allowed their 
population to increase. 

Ow research nutt-tl that. the seaweed coy Bred 
waters around the island is really vast and it 

extends to the reefs and attracts turtles to feed. 
In this expedition too, the fish researchers 

found two species of the threatened Humphead 
Wrasse and Humphead Parrotfish, known as 
'taming' and 'Kat' respectively in the local lan- 

guage thriving at the waters of Sipadan Island 
National Park. 

Dr Mabel Manjaji from UMS found overwhelm- 
ing numbers of coral grouper a clear indication of 
.i healthy coral ecosystem. 

The presence of schools of Barracuda, Jackfish 

. ind Humphead Parrotfish point out that things 
are better now compared with five years ago. 

By limiting the number of divers in the island 
waters, the fishes have returned to Sipadan, " 
noted Dr Mabel. 

The presence of the fishes at the waters of 
I'ulau Sipadan is also due to the healthier reefs 
! iow compared with five years ago. 

The reef researchers in this expedition headed 
v Daud Awang from the Malaysian Fisheries 

l iepartment found that since five years ago many 
uvenile or individual reefs have emerged. 

He proposed to Sabah Parks to monitor diving 

activities around the waters of Sipadan Island to 
. "nsure there is no damage to the reefs. 

Studies also indicate that the reefs are rich in 
kIgae. Dr Normawaty Mohd Noor from UMS who 
. tudied the algae pointed out that the algae servvt,. 

the water quality indicator and their diver, 

presence is certainly a thumbs up for the environ- 
ment here. 

The high species . diversity points that the nat- 
ural environment in Pulau Sipadan is in good con- 
dition. 

The 2010 Sipadan Island Marine Park 
Scientific Expedition has met its objective to 

I)r Juanita measuring a turtle. check on the marine life at the Sipadan Island 
The expedition this time managed to record Marine Park that has witnessed the rejuvenation 

new species of seaweeds. of nature since all human activities ceased on the 
Irwan Isnain from Sabah Parks who is leading island. - Bernama 
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