DE \L.
KOTA KINABALU Researchers and experts
in the biotechnology industry need to
pursue their path through research and
development (R&D) as it would lead to
new discoveries that could be translated
into innovations.

Science, Technology and Innovation
Ministry Secretary-General Datuk Seri Dr

:Mohd Azhar Yahaya said the discoveries
mnade by researchers and experts had been
capitalised by the industry to spur the
economy towards sustainable develop-
ment for the benefit of mankind.

“Iwould like to take this opportunity

tothank the scientific community for tak-
ing part in the process of developing the
biotechnology industry,” he said at the
launch of the two-day Fifth Biotechnology
Symposium here Wednesday.
. Organised by - Universiti = Malaysia
Sabah’s (UMS) Biotechnology ResearchIn-
stitute, the symposium themed “Biotech-
nology for Sustainable Development to
Meet Global Challenges” gathers more
than 8o scientists, academics, students;
industry representatlves and professmn-
als.

Mohd Azhar said the cmporatlsatlon
of research institutes under the National
Institutes of Biotechnology = Malaysia
(NIBM) helped the institutes focused on
market driven R&D and freely form a net-
work of collaborations with local and in-
ternational universities, as  well as
companies. ' ‘

He said the facility-sharing conceptin-
troduced by NIBM’s would reduce the gov-
ernment expenditure on the
sophisticated and high-end scientific in-

e h researchers are told

struments. :

_ “The three research institutes consoli-
dated and corporatised under NIBM were
Agro-Biotechnology Institute, Malaysia
Institute of Pharmaceuticals and Nu-
traceuticals, and Malaysia Genome Insti-
tute,” said, adding the institutes focused
on biotechnology R&D and prov1ded sci-
entific analysis services.

Mohd Azhar said Malaysia had estab-
lished the National Biotechnology Policy
in 2005 thataimed to turn the biotechnol:-
ogy sector into one of the key economic
drivers, contributing five per cent of the
nation’s Gross Domestic Product by 2020.

Thus, he said, Malaysian Bioeconomy
Development Corporation (Bioeconomy
Corp) has played a role as an agency to fa-
cilitate the biotechnology and bio-based
industries i Malaysia such as through"
BioNexus programme and Bloeconomy
Transformation Programme (BTP).

Mohd Azhar said several programines
were carried out:by Bioceconomy Corp on
that matter, and to date, the company had
facilitated 283 BioNexus status companies
under the BNP programme and 77 proj-
ects as trigger projects under the BTP.

The BTP is targeted to contribute RM48
billion of the gross national income in
2020, create 170,000 jobs and attract
RMso billion in investments by 2020.

Meanwhile, UMS Vice-Chancellor Prof
Datuk Dr D Kamarudin D Mudin hoped at
the end of symposium, various partner-
ships and ideas could be shared to discuss
measures and map out a sustainable pro-
gramme from a biotechnology perspec-
tive. - Bernama




