By SHIRLEY POILIS
shirley @ newsabah-
times.com.my

KUDAT: With the establish
ment of the Rural Medicine
Education Centre (RMEC) n
Sikuati  Kudat, Umversit
Malaysia Sabah (UMS) hopes
to accomphish the mission and
vision of 1ts School of Medicine
faculty to be the pnme medical
centre 1in Malaysia and abroad

Its Dean, Prof. Dr. Osman
Al, said UMS, will continue to
focus on wdentufying and up-
lifing the health problems of
rural communities, conduct re-
search, and seek avenues for the
prevention and proper treatment
Of discases.

RMEC, built on a 20 acre site
about 20km from Kudat, began
operating in a wvillage shop
building in Sikuati town in 2007
and was inaugurated on January
I8, 2009 by the Minister of
Higher Education Malaysia, YB
Dato Senn Mohamed Khaled
Nordin. The centre, consisting
of admimistration buildings,
academic builldings, community
halls, clinic and research build-
ings, student hostels, staff hous-

es and homes of lecturers, 1s
fully equipped with necessan
facihiies for medical students
and personnel assigned 1o the
centre.

Students attending the Med
ical School are adequately pro
vided with the
commodation facihities besides
other facilities like a hbrary and
a computer room equipped with
Wik internet accessibility.

Wireless internet facility pro
vided by the UMS Media Unit
of Information Technology or
UMTP covers the vicinity of the
central building and the Med
ical School. This 1s advanta
geous to students and lecturers
who use laptop computers (o
access the internet at any ume.

Students are also provided
sports facilities such as a futsal
football field, a volleyball court,
two takraw courts and two bad-
minton courts. Bicycle facilities
for recreational activiies are
also available for students.

The multi-purpose hall which
houses the two badminton
courts can accommodate 300
visitors and is- fully equipped
with sound system equipment, a
stage and two dressing rooms.
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The other tacility available at
the centre 1s the climic, named
the ‘Klimk Masyarakat’, which
was officially opened on 10
April 2010. The chinic provides
free treatment to adoptive fam
hes of students and staft and
students of the centre. There 1s
also a gym room that has been
operational since  November
2009, named ‘Gymnasium
Rakyat’ which has some weight
hifting equipment. The gym 1s
open to the villagers around
Sikuati and students, including
the statf of the centre.

Secunty at the centre 1s main-
taincd by the presence of
24-hour secunty guards, a se
cunty booth at the front gate
entrance to this centre and a
closed-circuit television system
that is placed on major routes
into the building. The man
building at the centre 1s also
fully equipped with fire hy-
drants, fire alarms and fire ex-
tinguishers at strategic places.

In terms of utihities such as
water and electricity, the centre
1s given adequate water supply
for all residents and a stand-by
generator with a capacity of
ISOKW 1s also available in the
event of a power failure. For
Muslim students and visitors, a
surau 1s available near the stu-
dents’ hostel.

The objectives of the Rural
Medicine Education Centre are:-

® To be the centre of op-
erations to run the PUPUK pro-
gram (Umversity-Family Part-
nership Program) for medical
students.

® To be a major operations
centre for the Public Health tor
the Medical Doctor Program,
Public Health Degree Program
and Epidemiology Program.

® To be a centre of education
providing imformation on com-
munity or public health for
medical students and nurses

. '|1n b¢ a centre of hLHI“h
promotion of UMS Medical
School in Sikuat, Kudal

® To be the medical centre
for rural community health.

® To be a plattform to
\Il'L‘llgH‘irn cooperanon between
the public, UMS Sikuati Kudat,
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Department of Health and the
authonties connected with the
School of Medicine.

@ To be the centre for train
ing, development, research and
rclerral  centre for  rural
medicine

® To ensure appropnate in
frastructure to meet all require
ments of the Medical School ol
UMS are provided as planned.

The following programs are
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provided at the Rural Medicine
Education Centre:

. Doctor of Medicine De
gree Program

@ Public Health Master Pro
gram

s |".IIIII|_\ Medicine Master
Program

L4 Publig Health Master Pro
gram (Epidemology )

k [)Iplull‘l;l in .\'urung Pro
gram



