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Kl! I)AT: With the establish- 
ment of the Rural Medicine 
Education Centre (RMEC) in 
Sikuau Kudat, Umversiu 
Malaysia Sabah (UMS) hopes 
to accomplish the mission and 
vision of its School of Medicine 
faculty to he the prime medical 
centre in Malaysia and abroad. 

Its Dean, Prof. Dr. Osman 
All, said UMS, will continue to 
focus on identifying and up- 
lifting the health problems of 
rural communities, conduct re- 
search, and seek avenues for the 
prevention and proper treatment 
of diseases. 

RMEC, built on a 20 acre site 
about 20km from Kudat, began 
operating in a village shop 
building in Sikuati town in 2007 
and was inaugurated on January 
IR, 2009 by the Minister of 
Higher Education Malaysia, YB 
Dato Seri Mohamed Khaled 
Nordin. The centre, consisting 
of administration buildings, 
academic buildings. community 
halls, clinic and research build- 
ings, student hostels. staff hous- 

es and home of lecturers. is 
full) equipped with necessary 
facilities for medical students 
and personnel assigned to the 
centre. 

Students attending the Med- 
ical School are adequately pro- 
sided s ith the necessary ac- 
commodation facilities besides 
other facilities like a library and 
a computer room equipped with 
WiFi internet accessibility. 

Wireless internet facility pro- 
vided by the UMS Media Unit 
of Information Technology or 
UMTP covers the vicinity of the 
central building and the Med- 
ical School. This is advanta- 
geous to students and lecturers 
who use laptop computers to 
access the intcrnct at any time. 

Students are also provided 
spans facilities such as a futsal 
football field, a volleyball court, 
two takraw courts and two bad- 
minton courts. Bicycle facilities 
for recreational activities are 
also available for students. 

The multi-purpose hall which 
houses the two badminton 
courts can accommodate 3(X) 
visitors and is fully equipped 
with sound system equipment. a 
stage and two dressing rooms. 
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The other facility available at 
the centre is the clinic, named 
the 'Klinik Mayarakat'. which 
was officially opened on IO 
April 2010. The clinic pros roe s 
free treatment to adoptive Lon 
ilies of students and staff : end 
students of the centre. There rs 
also a gym room that has tit-en 
operational since Noveniher 
2(K$). named 'Gymnasium 
Rakyat' which has some weight 
lifting equipment. The gym rs 
open to the villagers around 
Sikuati and students, including 
the staff of the centre. 

Security at the centre is main 
tamed by the presence it 
24-hour security guards. aw 
curity booth at the front gate 
entrance to this centrc and a 
closed-circuit television system 
that is placed on major routes 
into the building. The main 
building at the centre is also, 
fully equipped with fire hý 
drants, fire alarms and fire es 
tinguishers at strategic places. 

In terms of utilities such a, 
water and electricity, the centnc 
is given adequate water supply 
for all residents and a stand h\ 
generator with a capacity ot 
ISOKW is also available in the 
event of a power failure. I'lu 
Muslim students and visitors, .: 
surau is available near the sill 
dents' hostel. 

The objectives of the Rur. i 
Medicine Education Centro arc 

" To he the centre of rqr 
orations to run the P1PUK per, 
gram (University-Family Part 
nership Program) for medical 
students. 

" to be a major operations 
centre for the Public Health for 
the Medical Doctor Program. 
Public Health Degree Program 
and Epidemiology Program. 
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" To IV .1 ccntrc of educ: won 
providing information on corn- 
m nuts or public health for 
mrdlral . cadents and nur. e.. 

" To he a centre of health 
promotion of UMS Medical 
School in Sikuati. Kudat. 

" It, be the medical centre 
for rural community health. 

" To be .1 platform to 
, trcngthen c(x)peration between 
the public. UMS Sikuati Kudat. 

Ik"partmcnt ut Health and the 
authorities connected with the 
School of Medicine. 

"i he the centre for train- 
ing. development, research and 
referral centre tier rural 
medicine. 

" lii ensure nppropnatc in 
frastructure to meet all require 
ments of the Medical School of 
UMS are provided as planned. 

The following programs are 

pro% ided at the Rural Medicine 
I? duration Centre: 

" Ikxtor of Medicine De- 
cree Program 

" Public Health Mastcr Pno- 
grant 

" Family Medicine Master 
Program 

" Public Health Master Pnº- 
grain (Epidemiology) 

" Diploma in Nursing Pro- 
gram 


