
UMS oil-gas role 

in East TImor


DE ~. g '~Jf CJ 

Jason Santos 
KOTA KINABALU: Two memorandum of 
understandings (MoUs) that will to be 
inked this April will · paved the way for 
Universiti Malaysia Sabah (UMS) to assist 
Timor-Leste in the development of their 
expertise in oil and gas industry. 

Vice Chancellor Prof. Datuk Dr Mohd 
Hamn Abdullah on Thursday said ensu­
ing the MoUs, 30 trainees from Timor­
Leste will undergo training on the neces­
sary expertise and skills, here in UMS. 

He claimed the move was the result of 

UMS entourage meeting with the East 
Timor Prime Minister Kay Rala Xanana 
Gusmao recently, where a discussion was 
also held with his Petroleum Minister. 

"The diploma course will usually take 
two to three years, while we're also offer­
ing Masters Degree to them," he said. 

He said the upcoming MoU signing 
ceremonies will be held on March 31, in 
Putrajaya before two prime minister, 
Datuk Sed Najib Tun Razak and Gusmao, 
and on April 2 between the Education 
Ministry and the Petroleum and Mineral 

Flash floods forecast for monsoon transition 

KUALA LUMPUR: Flash floods, thunder 
storms and strong winds are forecast for 
the monsoon transition period which is 
expected to start tomorrow and go on 
until early May. 

The Malaysian Meteorological 
Department's Corporate and 
Commercial Services director Dr. Mohd 
Hisham Mohd Anip said Peninsular 

Malaysia's west coast states, Kelantan, 
Terengganu and Pahang would all be 
affected by the change in wind patterns. 

The quantity of rainfall produced dur­
ing this period would be between 150 
and 250 milimetre per month, depend­
ing on the amount of rain in a given area, 
he told Bernama when contacted here 
Friday - Bernama 

Gusmao: To get a 
honorary doctorate 

Resources Democratic Republic of Timor­
Leste Ministry. 

And in conjunction to the second 
event, Gusmao will also be awareded with 
the Honours Doctorate Degree in 
International Relation Philosphy to the 
Gusmao , here, he said. 

Dr Mohd Hamn viewed the MoUs as a 
launchpad for UMS to the international 
scene as it improves the number of inter­
national students rising in UMS and 
strengthen bilateral ties between 
Malaysia and East Timor. 

Furthermore, it will also boost UMS as 
being the niche in the field of education 
of oil and gas, he added. 

He also noted the trainees were selected 
by UMS, where he also plans to propose to 
airlines to provide direct flights from Sabah 
to Tunor-Leste. "I think this relationship 
will open a lot of opportunity for Malaysia 
to invest into TImor-Leste." he opined. 

Several key leaders from Sabah and 
Timor-Leste is also expected to be present 
during the event. 
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