
Retailers in urban areas 

can sell subsidised rice 


KUALA LUMPUR: Minister for Agriculture 
and Agro-based Industries, Dato' Sri 
Ismail Sabri Yaakob. assured the MP for 
Sandakan Stephen Wong that retailers in 
urban areas will be allowed to sell sub
sidised rice. 

Debating the motion of thanks to the 
Royal Policy speech, Wong had urged the 
Minister to revoke the Ministry's Order 
dated Feb 18,2014, issued by the Director 
General of the Paddy and Rice Control 
Section of the Ministry. 

Under the said Order, beginning April 
1, wholesalers are no longer permitted to 
sell subsidised rice, consisting of 15 per 
cent broken rice in 10kg blue packages 
(ST15 per centf S15 per cent), to many of 
the usual retail outlets such as hypermar
kets, supermarkets and grocery shops. 

Retailers allowed to sell the subsidised 
rice have been restricted to those under 

the categories of, or within the areas of, 
Felda, Co-operatives, e-Kasih, Kedai 
Runcit 1 Malaysia, rural, low cost .hous
ing, etc., which are basically retail outlets 
in non-urban areas. 

Wong pointed out to the Minister that 
there were also many poor people resid
ing in urban areas who are in need of the 
subsidised rice. 

Under the Order, it would make it dif- . 
ficult for them to find the retail outlets 
selling the subsidised rice, because not 
many such outlets, for example Kedai 
Runcit 1 Malaysia, are in towns . like 
Sandakan. . 

However, the Minister explained that 
the purpose of the Order was to ensure 
that the subsidised rice would reach its 
intended beneficiaries, i.~ Malaysian citi
zens of the lower- and middle-income 
groups. 

~UMS Jets recognition by MPC 
DE ."..(. • ;lolCf . 
KOTA KIJABALU: niversiti Malaysia Wednesday. 
Sabah's (UMS) Registrar Department During the.ct~remony, Norizin also gave 
received recognition for its 5S practices by a short briefing on '55 and its relations to 
the Malaysian Productivity Corporation Integrity' saying that both are related to 
(MPC) recently. each other because both requires that 

Speaking at the department's monthly every staff practices sincerity and responsi
gathering, UMS Registrar Datuk Abdullah bility at all times. . 
Mohd Said attributed the achievement to The department became the third 
the hard work of the department staff and department of the university to receive the 
urged them to continue practising 5S. recognition after Medical School (SPU) and 

The certificate was presented by Sabah UMS Labuan International Campus 
MPC Director Norizin Ariffin here (UMSKAL). 
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