
~~ustainable devt of marine resources achievable""~ ' ... · 3 . 
By PAUL MU If AI-Haj . functions, synthesis of increases. catch.!"1.Iii"" 
paul@newsabah
times.com.my 

KOTA KINABALU: Sus
tainable development of ma
rine resources is achievable 
if scientific advice based on 
biological, social and eco
nomic considerations is in
tegrated in the fonnulation 
of policies regulating the 
utilisation of renewable re
sources. 

The time has come for us 
to understand that resources 
are not finite and ecosystem 
can renew itself if the pro
cesses are allowed to operate 
to replace resources that are 
outdated, said Universiti 
Malaysia Sabah (UMS) 
deputy vice chancellor Prof 
Dr Sharif Abd Kadir Omang 

Speaking at the "Interna
tionaI Conference on Marine 
Science & Aquaculture 
2014: Ecosystem Perspec
tives in Sustainable Devel
opment" at lBorneo Hyper
maIl here yesterday, he said 
it is good that scientific opin
ion is being sought in 
Malaysia for development 
planning. 

The marine ecosystem 
studies that are being carried 
out by Borneo Marine Re
search Institute of UMS can 
support the economic de
velopment of coastal areas if 
measures are practically fea
sible, he said. 

And the research goals 
need to focus on investing in 
the maintenance and restora
tion of marine' s critical 

knowledge and understand
ing, and corrummicating that 
knowledge to the stakehold
ers, Dr Sharif added. 

He said the conference has 
provided an opportunity for 
UMS to exchange knowl
edge and experience for 
chartering the most appro
priate and relevant direc
tions for R&D, and network
ing with the international 
scientific fraternity. 

Even though the overex
ploitation of marine biolog
ical resources and ocean 
acidification are global in 
nature but individual nations 
can and must work in a 
regional approach towards 
controlling the structure and 
functions of biological com
munities in their jurisdiction, 
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urged Dr Sharif. 

He .said the interest in de
velopmg aquaculture ~as 
grown when the pro~uctlOn 
from capture fishenes de
clines and seafood demand 

And UMS would do all it 
can to create conditions un
der which this area of re
search could further develop 
and the research findings in 
this field could be comrner
cialised, he said. 

The conference chair-
woman-cum-Bomeo Marine 
Research Institute director 
Assoc Prof Dr Rossita Sha
pawi said the annual con
ference has provided a plat
fonn for sharing and' dis
cussing research topics with 
senior professionals who are 
well-known in their field of 
expertise. 

She said the world is still 
lagging behind in accurate 
reporting of fish production 
data and effect of conser
vation measures on the 

"We need indicators for 
tracking the progress to
wards sustainability and pre
dicting the potential prob
lems, and means of dissem
inating the benefits of im
plementing measures for 
change. 

"We also do not have ad
equate empirical data on the 
effects ocean acidification 
on marine biodiversity and 
seafood organisms. 

"Certainly, we require a 
review of research priorities, 
funding mecha!1isms, mon
itoring systems, more net
working and international 
cooperation. Some of these 
and other issues will be high
lighted during the course of 

. 	discussions in this confer
ence," said Dr Rossita. 


