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UMS fits into future 
Sabah's plans and needs 
UN IVERSITI Malaysia Sabah (UMS) fits >nugly into Sabah"> 
plan~ and m~cds for the future. 

Becau~e of the circum~rances 'urrounding the rea lisation 
of setting up a full-iledged university in Sabah in November 
1994. skeptics have trivialised UMS as merely a fruit borne 
out of a politi<al quarre l between the State and Fedeml gov­
ernments . 

The Federal government established UMS because it was 
challenged by the Oppo,ition co do so. its critics would say. 
And having donl! that. it has no serious intention to build 
UMS into an llhtitution of any reckoni ng. not in the country 
nor in the region. 

But all the'e Oppo,ition rhetoric contr.1st \harp ly wuh the 
commitment of the policy makers a nd the university's 
administrators to <lUain the vis ion of making UMS a top-rated 
university in the country within 20 years with an estimated 
student population of 20.000 . 

" With the \etting up w11h UMS in Sabah. 1t is hoped <hat it 
will become a t.:atalyst university /or national deve lopment. 
especially the development of S<ibah in fields ... uch as human 
resourcl!s devclopmt: nt. bu.') iness and c:::conomy. and socio­
cultural development ."" said UMS Vice Chancellor Prof. Dato 
Dr Abu Hassan Othman recently . 

Dr Abu Hassan talked enthusiastically about the future 
pro11pt:i.:I'\ of UMS ancJ how Satiah. wich its vas t natural 
resources both rm land and in the ..;urrounding :-ti::as. can be 
developed into an international cen tre of learning in fields Datuk Yong chatting with some of the students in the library. 
such as marine sci~nce"i and bio-diversity. 

As ir 10 counter rhe doubting Tho,;,ases, he poinled out 
thal even in its infancy , UMS has achieved a unique dislinc-
tion. "We are the first university to offer. from the very begin­
ning, courses from matriculation. to undergraduate. post-grad-
uate and doctoral studies." I 

UMS al present squats in a picturesque spanking new com­
plex originally built to house the proposed Yayasan Sabah 
Communily College . It has abour ,200 sludents doing their 
pre-U sludics at three centres in the counlry - lhe previous 
Universiti Kebangsaan Sabah campus in Telipok. in Sabah, 
Makrab MARA . Kulim in Kedah and Sekolah Menengah 
Sains Johor; and 207 undergraduate students (about 40 per 
cent rrom Sabah) al lrs main campus overlooking the scenic 
Likas Bay and located a slone's throw away from the Yayasan 
Sabah Building, in suburban Kota Kinabalu . 

UMS has. also registered 19 posl-graduate studenls pursu­
ing their Masters degree, and five others preparing for their 
Ph.Os. 

"We are de lighted thal all 19 or those pursuing their 
Masters degree are from Sabah," said Pror Abu Hassan. "This 
alone proves rhal UMS opens up doors for Malay<lans in 
Sabah lo advance in the academia. II also proves Iha! lhe sru­
dents have faith in us." 

UMS has , for starters, just rhree faculties - !lie School or 
Science and Technology; School of Social Sciences and 
Schtlol of Busine!i<:s and Economics . 
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••we did not have a different set of 
(lower) entry requirements for 
5abahan students. To think that we 
have done so is to belittle the academ­
ic potentials of students from this part 
of Malaysia'' 

·-



•1vc Bachelor of Science (Honour<) dcprce cour<e< ar~ 
uffercd in the School of Science and Technology. They are in 
science and education. conservation hiolog) , geology 

1 
math­

enrntics and envirunmeutaJ science. 
In rhe SCht~ol of StlCia! Sciences. ~tu<.!cht~ · p.rrl"cfl·1 ~it~ \\ ith u 

Bachelor of Soci;.tl Sciences which encomp<ts,e-s suhjects like 
indu•trial rclulions, industrial p•ychology •. organisation and 
communications. 

Three degree courses are available in School of Business 
and Economics - Bachelor of Business (International Trade), 
Bachelor of Business. (Entrepreneurship) and Bachelor of 
Economics (Economic Planning and Development) . 

Prof Abu Hassan said the number of courses to be offered 
will increase as intake grows and the university develops , and 
the siructuring of the curriculum will take into consideration 
the attributes and special needs Qf Sabah. 

"For example the thriving rainforests in Sabah may be a 
strong criterion for UMS to strive for excellence in pharma­
ceutical studies. The rich marine resources may provide rich 
grounds for promoting studies in the marine sciences: and 
places like Danum Valley and The Lost World (Mcliau Basin) 
arc excellent for studies on bio-univcrsity," he enthuses. 
"There is so much potential here ... and with political stability 
there is much that can be achieved ... " 

Another area which UMS is planning on is the provi<ion 
of courses to produce graduate teachers in view of the current 
shortage of such teachers in the state. 

"We are not just looking at producing learned scholars. but 
graduates, like those graduates teachers. who can go out and 
become part of the process of developing human resources." 

According to UMS' projection , its 1996 intake will double 
that of 1995, steadily rising to 5,000 by the year 2.000, and on 
to 20.000 on-campus students in 2015. The groundbreaking 
·ceremony for UMS ' permanent campus will take place at the 
end of the year on a 900-acre site in Kuala Menggatal not far 
from the present temporary campus. It is envisaged that about 
RM I billion would have been spent when the campus is fully 
developed. 

"Our plan is to be able to hold our first convocation in our 
campus in three to four years," said Prof Abu Hassan, adding 
that branch campus specialising in certain fields of studies 
may have to be set up in other parts of the state when the stu­
dent population expands. 

He said the establishment of UMS is perhaps "the best 
thing" that has happened to Sabah in a very long time. 

"Just think of it," he implored, "20,000 university students 
in Sabah and thousands among them from out of the state. 
Think of Jhc multi-faceted spins-offs economically, cultural­
ly and academically. 

"Think of the hundreds of parents who will come to Sabah 
each year to attend their child/en's graduation. Think of the · 
international seminars, workshops and conferences we can · 
have to attract participants from all over the world . Think of 
all the prestige that will be brought upon Sabah in particular, 
and our country in general ." 

On the enrolment of Sabahan students at UMS, Prof Abu 
Hassan said there was no strict quota rer se. and that the 40 
Sabahan undergraduates were accepted "')ely on merits . 

"We did not ha~e a different set of (lower) entry require­
ments for .Sabahan students ," he said. "To think that we have 
done so is to belitt le the academic potentials of •tudents from 
this part of Malaysia." , 

Prof Abu Hassan said he was pleased to see the students 
from different states living and learning together harmonious­
ly. (UMS requires all students to live on campus) . "These are 
the younger generation Malaysians we count on to tear town 
territoria l sentiments and grow up to be true Bangsa 
Malaysia." (By CC PUNG) 

•• We are not just looking at 
producing learned scholars, but 
grad1;1ates, like those graduates 
teachers, who can go out and 
become part of the process of 
developing human resources " 


