
Looking into actual 
status of native 
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KOTA KINABALU: What is the toms) handed down from their SO years, how has the Native Court 
actual status of native rights and forebears ... these bodies of adat are adapted to change? Do non
does the non-native respect the the basis of our cultures," he said. natives respect the Native Court as 
Native Court today, after SO years "It was believed that these cus- in former times? When we read in 
of Sabah's independence tomary laws were given by the the media of Sabah natives losing 
through the formation of Creator to teach us how to live in a their customary rights over land 
Malaysia, are the two main issues proper relationship with the envi- and water, for example, we ask 
being deliberated in the two-day ronment and with our fellow ourselves "what is the actual sta
Symposium on Sabah Native human beings," he added. tus of native rights in Sabah 
Customary Rights held at During the era of 1881to1942, today?" he said. 
Universiti Malaysia Sabah (UMS) he said, the British North Borneo The event, the second jointly 
since Monday. Chartered Company administra- organised by UMS and Pusaka 

UMS Vice Chancellor Prof. tion officially recognised tradi- through the Kadazandusun Chair 
Datuk Dr Mohd Harun Abdullah, tional leaders and traditional after last year's "Symposium on 
who highlighted this in his laws, and established the Native Sabah Native Land Rights: Issues, 
address at the opening of this sym- Court in every district of North Challenges and the Way 
posium, said its theme of "Native Borneo. Forward", was opened by Tan Sri 
Rights After SO Years of After World War II the British Richard Malanjum, Presiding 
Independence" is very significant. Crown continued to further <level- Judge/Chief Judge, Native Court of 

He said this is because it is op the Native Court and officially Appeal (Sabah)/ the High Court in 
being held in conjunction with recognised the native leaders, he Sabah and Sarawak, and Pusaka 
the SOth anniversary of Sabah's said, adding in those days the founder-cum-patron. 
independence, or as it was then natives formed the majority of the State Attorney-General Datuk 
called "self-governance", on Aug population of North Borneo. Hajah Mariati Robert, UMS School 
31, 1963, as well as the SOth " Following the formation of of Social Sciences Dean Prof. Datuk 
an'niversary of the formation of Malaysia in 1963, the Native Court Mohd Hamdan Adnan, 
the nation of Malaysia on Sept 16, was duly recognised as one of the Kadazandusun Chair Holder Prof. I 
1963. three main courts in the country, Dr Jacqueline Pugh-Kitingan, who ' 

"Sabah has been blessed with the other two being the Civil is also the main organising com
rich cultural heritage of around Court and Syariah Court. Native rnittee chairwoman, former Sabah 
SO major ethnic groups, over 32 of rights were also recognised under Law Association (SLA) president 
whom are indigenous to the State. both the Sabah Constitution and Datuk John Sikayun and former 
When we look back over our his- the Constitution of Malaysia," State Attorney-General Tan Sri 
tory, we can see that each ethnic said Mohd Harun. Herman Luping, were also present. 
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Malanjum (left) going through a newly launch look on native affairs while sharing his 
view with Dr Harun (second left), Mohd Hamdan (centre), Mariati and Dr Jacqueline. 

Bonding with Gaya Street 2 
to be held Sept 6 and 7 

Neil Chan 
KOTA KINABALU: Mayor Datuk 
Abidin Madingkir on Monday 
said the 'Bonding With Gaya 
Street 2' programme would be 
once again held on Sept 6 and 7, 
2013 this year in conjunction with 
the Sabah SO Years of 
Independence in Malaysia' cele
brations which will be held at 
Gaya Street. 

He was pleased that City Hall 
would be working with the ETCH 
Society (Empowering Through 
Community History) to once 
again make the 'Bonding With 
Gaya Street 2 ' programme a suc
cess this year. 

Madingkir said this in his 
speech which was delivered by 
City Hall Director General Datuk 
Yeo Boon Hai at a press confer
ence here. 

He said last year, the event was 
first held in conjunction with the 
city's 12th Anniversary. 

"At that time, City Hall worked 
together with the North Borneo 
History Enthusiasts (NBHE) to 
make the programme a success. 

"The tremendous response 
from the public, especially the 
Kota Kinabalu and the Gaya Street 
(formerly known as 'Bond 
Street') history enthusiasts 
towards the programme, made me 
agree that this programme should 
be continued this year," he said. 

Madingkir said the opening 
ceremony will be held at 9 am at 
Lintasan Deasoka on Sept 6 and 
the closing would be on Sept 7. 

He said various activities were 
planned by the organisers during 
the two day programme includ
ing historical exhibitions by 
Richard Sokial, music workshops, 
art workshops, photo workshops 
by Louis Pang, performances by 
internationally reknowned local 
artists such as Hong Yi, Roger 
Wang, DJ Fine China, free movie 

screening, busking, traditional 
games such as stone and slingshot 
offering very attractive prizes and 
various other activities that are 
sure to attract the attention of the 
public. 

"The main objective of this pro
grammes to celebrate the history, 
culture and the society of Gaya 
Street , one of the oldest streets in 
the city so that the younger gener
ation in particular can appreciate 
the history of the area. 

"Indeed, the value of our his
tory is priceless, it is our collective 
responsibility to preserve it for 
the future generations to know 
and appreciate the historical her
itage that we possess. 

"It is my hope also that citi
zens and tourists, particularly 
from within and outside the State 
will take this opportunity to come 
together inJalan Gaya to together 
ensure the success of this pro
gramme." 


