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KOTA KINABALU: Universiti 
Malaysia Sabah (UMS) has intro­
duced a seaweed mini estate project 
in Sempoma to develop seaweed as 
one of the country's export com­
modities. 

The mini estate is UMS' pilot 
project which is aimed at gen­
erating income and contributing to 
the nation's Gross Domestic Prod­
uct (GDP) growth. 

According to UMS Vice Chan­
cellor, Professor Datuk Dr Mohd 
Harun Abdullah, the seaweed mini 
estate development, spearheaded 
by UMS since 2010, consists of two 

phases that run concurrently. 
The first phase (2011-2020) fo­

cuses on infrastructure develop­
ment and the mini estate man­
agement including the appointment 
of leading companies and iden­
tifying a suitable location for sea­
weed cultivation particularly in 
Sempoma. 

The second phase (2013-2020) 
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is on product development and 
marketing of seaweed-based prod­
ucts with tremendous potential in 
the food industry, cosmetics, health 
products, pharmaceuticals, horti­
culture and biofuels. 

Dr Harun said this in his speech 
at the opening of a seminar on 
'Issues and Challenges of Seaweed 
Industry' in UMS here yesterday. 
His speech was read by UMS 
Deputy Vice Chancellor (Research 
and Innovation), Professor Dr 
Shahril Yusof. 

Dr Harun urged the UMS re­
searchers to search for new ideas on 
effective management techniques, 
to overcome the marketing chal­
lenges and to produce new com­
mercial market oriented products in 
order to generate income and create 
successful seaweed entrepreneurs. 

Meanwhile, one of the speakers 
from UMS School of Science and 
Technology, Associate Professor 
Dr Suhaimi Md Yasir, said the UMS 
mini estate system had many im­
provements over the conventional 
methods of seaweed farming. 

"The system eliminates the con­
ventional use of ny Ion strings to tie 
seaweed and replaced it with the 
UMS designed eco-friendly 
Tie-Tie, which is a seaweed-based 
rope and also the use of seaweed 
fertilisers, seedling pin tables or 
commonly known as Casino Table 
and anchor," he said. 
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"Another imprbvement is the 
green energy method in the sea­
weed drying process whereby 
sauna and dry method is used in­
stead of the conventional open dry­
ing method to avoid overexposure 
to the sunlight," he added. 

Dr Suhaimi urged private com­
panies to invest in the seaweed 
industry as it offers big business 
opportunities and generates high 
income. 

He also said that the Malaysian 
seaweed industry was poised to 
produce 150,000 metric tons of 
high quality processed seaweed 
worth RM 1.45 billion by the year 
2020. 

Also present were the seminar 
organising chairman, Dr Gaim 
James Lunkapis and Head of 
Ethnography Research and Devel­
opment Unit (UPEP), UMS School 
of Social Science, Associate Pro­
fessor Dr Rosazman Russin. 


