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KOTA KINABALU: Fish 
farming can be a lucrative 
business with the right sci- 
ence, knowledge and training 
to boost productivity and ef- 
ficiency in small-scale or 
commercial aquaculture se- 
tups. 

Experts at the Borneo Ma- 
rine Research Institute (BM- 
RI) of University Malaysia 
Sabah (UMS) said aquacul- 
ture can be profitable if done 
properly. 

"But to achieve success, as- 
piring fish farmers and grow- 
ers need fish-farming knowl- 
edge on methods, techniques, 
equipment and adopt tech- 
nologies to improve produc- 
tivity and profitability, " said 
BMRI Director, Prof Dr 
Rossita Shapawi. 

To support fish growers and 

uaculture profitable if 
done correctly - BMRI local entrepreneurs, the uni- 

versity provides aquaculture 
workshops for aspiring fish 
farmers through the UMS 
Rakan Akuakultur pro- 
gramme headed by the BM- 
RI. 

Meeting reporters at an 
aquaculture workshop yester- 
day, Prof Rossita said the 
training course provides par- 
ticipants with theoretical 
knowledge and hands-on 
practical training to assist 
small-scale enterprises to 
boost productivity and grow 
their business further. 

"We help local communi- 
ties grow their start-ups into 
successful businesses through 
training, dialogue and stock 
enhancement of fisheries re- 
sources which improves the 
aquaculture knowledge within 
the industry, " Dr Rossita 
said. 

In turn, she said Rakan 
Akuakultur UMS enhances 
industry, community and aca- 
demic partnership, which 
helps the institute better un- 
derstand the problems faced 
by the industry, limitations 
and help the BMRI provide 

better research outcomes and 
recommendations to benefit 
the fish farming community. 

At least 30 participants 
joined yesterday's workshop 
and engagement session, 
which provided a series of 
lectures, field-visits and 
hands-on practical training 
throughout the programme. 
Apart from workshops at 
campus, Dr Rossita said the 
Institute also organises train- 
ing courses while doing 
field-visits to villages of 
fish-farming communities in 
rural areas. 

"It is hoped that closer co- 
operation between scientists 
and fish farmers can promote 
knowledge-based fish farm- 
ing approaches which will en- 
courage small-scale enterpris- 
es to overcome problems, im- 
prove productivity, efficiency, 
cut losses and improve prof- 
itability of their enterprises, " 
she added. 

According to Dr Rossita, 
the Institute offers workshops 
to widen aquaculture knowl- 
edge and expertise to local 
entrepreneurs, coastal and ru- 
ral communities, youth 

groups and individuals inter- 
ested to start aquaculture 
business. 

"We decided to provide 
training courses, as our pro- 
jects under the Niche Re- 
search Grant Scheme (NRGS) 
module will be ending next 
year, " she said, noting Insti- 
tute has 7 projects under its 
wing which includes: 
aquaponics, sea cucumber 
aquaculture, mussel cultiva- 
tion, Harvesting and post-har- 
vest technologies, aquaculture 
waste management and com- 
munity-based aquaculture.. 




