
Rural tourism gets attention 

Joniston together with the Enactus UMS students and 
. Kg Tudan residents holding the Mulberry Tea product 
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KOTA'iaNABALU: Rural tourism is gaining 
tractiQn in Sabah with agro-tQurism and eCQ
tQurism as its main focus. 

Sabah TQurism ' BQard' chairman DatUk JQn
istQn Bangkuai said that a recent tQurism road" 
shQW which attracted 10,000 visitQrs saw an 
increase ,Qf tQurists in an fQur promQted districts 
- Kiulu, Ranau, Tambunan and Kedamaian. 

"MQst Qf the districts have alreapy activated 
their committee district tQurism and this shQWS 
Qur rural tQurism is gaining PQPularity," he said ' 
at a press cQnference with the Enactus Uni
versity Malaysia Sabah (UMS) team on the 
MQros (plucky mulberry) prQject here yes-
terday. ' , 

JQniston said· the MQI'\ls project which is 
'cQnducted tQgether with Kg Tudan, residents in 
,Kiulu and Enactus UMS has helped in pro-' 
mQting rural tQurism prQducts and bringing 
ecQnQmic develQpment to. rural cQII)Jllunities. 

"Enactus UMS brings hQpe to. villagers by 
exposing them about the productiQn Qf tea frQm 
the Mulberry leaves and indirectly QPtimize the 
use Qf the entire Mulberry tree. 

"At first the villagers did nQt knQW the true 
potential Qf mulberry plants which can be fQund 
in their village," he said. 

The students saw the PQtential Qf the Mul
berry leaves to. be turned into. tea. UpQn research, ' 
it turns Qut that the leaves have a IQt Qf health 
benefits and nutrients including antiQxidant. 

He added that the Enactus UMS team tQgether 
with the villagers has cQnstructed a MQros dryer 
which enables them to. ~ the mulberry leaves 

and maintains its nutritiQnal value. 
The prQject tQQk a y~ and helped uplift the 

lives Qf 300 villagers by increasing their average 
mQnthly incQme frQJ.D RM514 to. RM700. 

The Kiulu asseJ.Dblyman thanked UMS in 
chQQsing Kampung , Tudan fQr their MQros 

. project·which brings great impact to. the econ
Qmy Qf the rural cQmmunity. 

"1 persQnally fQllQwed the prQject frQm the 
beginning and pleased that this' project has 
succeeded in winning Ute NatiQnal Enactus 
CQmpetitiQn recently in Kuala Lumpur. and 
the team will represent , Malaysia to. the in'
ternati,?naUy in Enactu,s CQmpetitiQn in ,Lon
dQn. 

"Their success will eventually leverage 'the 
develQpment Qf Kampung Tudan as Sabah's 
first mulberry cultivatiQn centre and alSo. in 
eCQ-tQurism an,d agrQ-tQurism," he added. 

"1 hQpe after. the cQmpletiQn Qf the road 
, netwQrk frQm Kiulu to. Tudan, ~e Can expand 
the mulberry farm," he said, adding that they 
were alSo. in discussiQns with the agriculture 
department tQ',make Kiulu as the center Qf the 
mulberry cultivatiQn and alSo. turning.it into. a 
fo.Qd hub as the villagers also produce stingless 
bee hQney., " 

Besides mulberry tea, the villagers alSo. pro
duce their Qwn wine using the extracted juice Qf 
the mulberry fruit and alSo. IQtiQn frQm the plant 
itself. 

With cQllabQratiQn Qf Sabah TQurism, Tudan 
mulberry-based prQducts will be.prQmQted to. 
local markets and tQurists via the bQard's sub
sidiary CQmpany Sri PelancQngan Sabah Sdn 
Bhd. 




