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economist has described the
7019 National Budget as an
inclusive, welfare  and
srowth-stimulating budget.
& senior lecturer from the
Faculty of Business, Eco-
wmrcs and Accountancy of
lniversiti  Malaysia  Sabah
(1UMS), Dr Rafig Idris (pic) said
the budget touched almost all
areas he raised in his
ore-budget commentary.
ke budget in general is

becauseitisdoesnot

2olly target certain seg-
ment of the population,” he
2id sesterday when com-
on the budset which
adl by Finance Minister

nt on Friday.
said genera iy,

Malaysians especially in the
B40 and M40 groups would

get benelit of different forms

through this fiscal exercise.
“ust like the previous
yeat's budget announcement,
the current government man-
aged to prowde many inter-

esting incentives and pro-
grammes for Malaysians,
_ “Forinstance, RM2.9 billion

_is allocated to help students
_ from lower income groups in

terms of food. text books and
cash assistance, he said.
Additionally, Dr Rafig said

Iocated to minimise prlce dif-

ferences between rural and

urban areas in Peninsular
Malaysia, Sabah and Sarawak

_was aimed to standardise

prices of important goods.
“Apart from that, huge al-
locations were announced for

close to RMIS billioh wa
sllocated to build affordable
homes under the Program
Perumzhan Rakyat’, Peruma-
han Penjawat Awam Malaysia),
PRIMA and Syarikat Peruma-
han Nasional Bhd.
“Moreover, the

the country,” he said adding
that the RMIS50 million al-

‘Bantuan
Sara Hidup' cash grants are
also maintained with some im-
provement and this involves
4.1 million 840 households in

the education and health sec-
tors,”. he said. :
And, according to Dr Rafig, -
the RM5.09 billion for Sabah
would indeed create multi-
plier effects on the economy.
“It is hoped that Sabah will
get much bigger allocations in
years to come as the state
deserves it,” he said: ‘
Dr Rafiq meanwhile ‘hoped
Sabah's economy would grow
at least in the range of be-
tween 4%-6% next year.






