print media
and important in the digital
age, said veteran newsman,
Datuk Kadir Jasin.

Toﬂchin on the growing

digital media plat-
underlined
newspapers and print media

fbrms, Kadir
needs to be defended as it
offers more in-depth content
that is verifiable and can be
-archived for later reading.
“We mustn’t be controlled
by technology; newspapers,
books - and other printed
sources provide better insight
for readers because we won't
get the complete information
when reading from What-
sApp or online media,” he told
reporters after officiating the

lation, newspapers and print
publications are facing rough
times; already the natian’s

_oldest newspaper,

Mail printed

edition on Dec I, has fulEyf
made its transition to its on-

line news portal.

Kadir, who is also Advisor
of Media and Communica-
tions to the Prime Minister,
acknowledged the tougher

challenges faced in the digital

era however he stressed

newspapers and print media
outlets should not give up

despite the difficulties. :
“There’s still a place for

such media outlets and they

would have a chance if they

politics.

He said the ris
Pakatan Harapan govemment
into power after the May 9
polls was fuelled by online

media and : the

government has been defeat-
ed, if they don't change their

policies, nobody who sup-
_ports the new g@vernmem:

will read them.
“If they don’t change, they

‘won't be able to reverse their.
_ decline. | think we are giving
them the opportunity to do

that,” he said.

Furthermore, he called on

journalists to be bold in writ-

_ing news and question any-

Kadir (front row, 6th from left) together with UMS students and staff at the launching of the
Dlalogue on Issues and Challenges of Strategic Communications in the New Malaysna,
yesterday.

~ :thmg that appears to be
wrong.
“The dut;es of ajournalistin

this dlgn:al era, and especially
now with greater freedoms, is

to go in-depth with news re-

ports, carry out research and
analysis,” he added.

Kadlr said whlle presentk

government would utilise ev-

ery media outlet to spread its

‘message to the people, he

noted there is a difference
between mformatlon and pro-

paganda.

“Any government will

. want to publish its own sto-
ries and information but pro-

paganda is a very different

_ thing altogether because it

no longer related to simply

- reporting news or informa-

tion, propaganda is doing
something more than that to

- mislead the people. | don't

think we are going to do
that,” he said.






