- Al -

. blend of natural insect -
repelling herbal extracts for
: 'protectiorJ‘ against Dengue

“Fever.and '

‘Malaria REPELLA

FOR ADULTS

. 4oz (120ml). RM 24.95 .
(Price Inclusive of GST)

- CHILDREN’S

REPELLA
Gentle, non-irritating
formula specially for your
little ones! Tested
hypoallergenicand
suitable for children’s
delicate skin. Safe for
daily use.

40z (120ml) RM 22.95
(Price Inclusive of GST)

21ST CENTURY - GOOD QUALITY, FAIR PRICE

215* CENTURY

Childrew s

I_Vapor Balm §

fmlmlmyee =Y
_ range contains an effective .

Fever, Dengue Hemorrhagic °

‘especially be made

Stem cell still taboo in lVIaIay5|a - UM

TB? 20 moarch 201

KOTA KINABALU: The perspectlve on
stem cell has largely remained taboo in
Malaysia, said Universiti Malaysia Sabah

© (UMS). Medicine and Health Sciences

Faculty (Academic & Student Affairs)
deputy dean Professor Dr Ahmad Faris.

As a result, the lack of stem cell
based research and treatment deters
accessibility to a possible cure for
patients with a wide range ‘of illnesses
such as leukemia, blood disorders and
even neurological disorders.

- According to Ahmad, all quarters,

should rally efforts relating to stem
cell research and therapy for the good
of somety and community in the nation

and, in particular, Sabah, which has the -
-largest number of thalassemia patients

and carriers in Malaysia.

In addition, he 'said serious
recons1derat10n of stem cell should
in light  of
the controversial bio hacking of
genome mapping and whole genome,

-sequencing.

' “We are still at the stage of talking

about advocacy and donor. Since the

of various diseases and disorders that
included neuropsychiatric disorders,”
said Dr Ahmad at the launch of the First

Stem Cell Transplant Awareness Forum -
" here yesterday.

“Unfortunately, we lag beh1nd we move

at our pace, we never sit down and-build

aconsensus, never discuss thisina very
productlve way.
“We have the national guldehne on

" stem cell research and therapy, what was:

once a promising guideline, supposed
to facilitate the good and honest people
to do honest work in this field, has now,
somehow, become an obstacle that you

" have to overcome,” he stressed.

Dr . Ahmad said the guideline is
intended to facilitate meticulous work
to render good service in the growing
and increasing demand for stem cell
treatment among the public.

“Instead, what is seen now is that we

are still classifying our efforts and giving

very stringent procedures for us to go

through in order to move forward. Of

S deputy dean

19903 we have been talking about stem'
_ cell'as a potential avenue to treatment

course stem cell zs avery controvers1a1
mode of treatment; but many flelds 11ve :
in taboo,” he explamed ;
“Asa Mushm what is the natlonal fatwa
inrespect of stem cell? The religious edict
on this issue has been published in 2005
and it is clear that it is permissible to

.engage in stem cell,” he added.

. Since then, Dr Ahmad pointed out that .
medical advancements have moved on

from embryonic stem cell (stem cells
“derived from the undifferentiated inner

mass cells of a human embryo) to focus-
on adipose tissue mining for stem cells.
"~ “And we are still in the taboo state,
worrying about stem cell, originating
from embryogenic, and debating on that
and failing to move on. This is wherexWe '
are, the state of where we are said Dr
Ahmad

“What are we going to do, that is the
question that we have to ask. We have
to ask our researchers, clinicians,
scientists, biotech experts. We have to
ask our re11g1ous scholars, and ultimately
the policy makers and those whohave the -
money,” he emphasized. :




