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Preparing for natural disasters saves lives, prevents losses 
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Prof Dr Harun (s«ond Idt) p~stnting I rM:lMnto to a stminar 
participant acmmpanled by Masidi Ittntrd 
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KOTA KlNABALU: Prepar­
ing for natural disasters ~a\·es 
lives as .....ell as prevents loS!>­
es and Sabah can learn from 
the expertise of the other 
countries to develop better 
strategies to minimi~ the Lm­
pact of future natural haz­
ards. 

"Enhancing understanding 
and international cooperation 
is crucial to build rtl;ilicnce, 
preparedness and effective 
strategies for Sabah to reduce 
the impact of future natural 
dLsasters." uid Touri~m, En­
vironment &: Culture Mtnister 
Datu"- Masidi Manlun. 
~ YltW of !)dbah' ~ tragic 

magnitude 6.0 eMthquake in 
July, he underlined the im­
portance of pro\·lding grcata­
emphui~ for natural diSbltr 
R$CMCh to develop better un­
derstanding and improve dis­
aMet pn:paredn~ and re­
s~n·enet6 to mUllml1e 
damage 10 property and pre-· 
vent the loss of Iivcs. 
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Natural Dl5aSItt Seminar 
2015 rtttntly, Masidi high­
lighted that the event pA\·es 
the way forward for enhanc­
LngJomt research, cooperation 
and pooling together exper· 
tise, knowl~e and discus· 
ILUIlli to develop r.uiQble so­

lutiOCll to improve prepared. 
ness IOwanb natural di.sas­
tm 

Meanwhile. Unlversiti 
Malaysia Sabah (OMS) vice 
chancellor Prof Dr Harun Ab­
dullah said Natural DI~3\1er 
K"minar 2-15 oraaniJlcd by 

UMS featum! the presenta­
tion of 54 research papers on 
the impact ofnatural disasters, 
whK:h gathered 130 loca1 and 
international participants 
from Taiwan, Indonesia and 
Singapore. 

"The seminar <;erves as an 

tmportant platform lowanb. 
~~n,wnma academic coop­
eraoon and !;haring of tech­
noiOlY. CJ;pe:rtAe to improve 
preparedness towards natural 
dlSbters," he u,d. 

Dr Harun said the event 
culminated With the UMS 
Faculty of Science & Natural 
Resources signing the Letter 
of Intention (LOI) for increas­
ing collaboration on earth­
quake with Kao Yuan Uni­
versit)' of Taiwan. 

Organising chairperson Dr 
Rodeno Roslee said this 
year's seminar recorded an 
increased Dumber of panic­
ipants, nollng the LOI SlgnlOg 
between UMS and Kao Yuan 
University would encourage 
the trans(et of knowledge and 
expertise to improve Sabah's 
building codes against 
quakes. 

"The delegates ofKao Yuan 
Uru\·erslty are advisors of 
building codes dbign in Tai·· 
wan and they waO[ to share 
with us their knowledge and 
expenence so we can unprove 
our buildin, codes and de1iign 
against earthqualo. ... he laid. 

Or Rodeono said Sabah hal. 
00 design provision for build-

IItp to withstand eanh~ 
quakei. and underlined the 
necessity few future buildings 
to adopt design codes with 
specifIC requirements for 
eanhquakes especially for 
rugh risk areas. 

Commenting on aJJegatiOll4 
by Deputy Home Minister 
Nur Jazlan Mohammed on 
so-called plans of another Su­
1u invasion, Masidi stressed 
Federal leaders should be 
more careful and avoid is­
suing unverified statements 
that create confusion and fear 
wh.ich would only bring neg­
alive repercussions to the 
Sabah. 

"If ),ou read the entire re­
port, it's actually very spec:­
ulaltve; .... e shouldn't be un­
duly worried and trust our 
security forces to defend the 
country." he told reporters_ 

Among those who attended 
the 5emUlar melude 
Malaysian Geological Insti­
tute prelident Datuk YunUJ 
Abdul R.az.ak, UMS dean of 
the Science &: Natural Re­
5OUI"CeI Faculty Professor Dr 
Baba Musta and UMS director 
of Science & Innovation Prof 
Or Felix Tongku1. 


