
f)£ oN~~~ to monitor river quality 
KOTA KINABALU: Deputy Chief Minister Datuk Seri Yah a 
Hu in ha propo ed the etting up of a committee to moni
tor the clcanline of ri ers in the tate especially Sungai 
Pctaga5-

He expre ed disappointment over the cleanliness of 
Sungai Petagas which had been used to dump garbage, and 
industrial waste and effluents. 

U We e got information about lorries unloading indus
trial waste into the river late at night and early mo.rning. 

"This makes the river 0 polluted he aid after opening' 
the conservation of fresh,"vater prawns and a community· 
awareness programme on the importance of Sungai Petagas 
in Karnpung Petagas Thursday. 

Yahya who is also State Agriculture and Food Industry 
Minister, aid the propo ed committee could raise public 
awareness on their role in protecting precious river ecosys
tem and its deanliness. 

He welcomed University Mala sia abah's initiative in 
improving the condition of ungar Petagas and other rivers 
in Sabah. . 

Yahya said the rapid grO\Vtb of the Putatan district, which 
has a population of about 50,000, ha a far-reaching impact 

. on the functions and condition of ungai Petaga . 
"That i the aim of this campaign. It is about an aware

n to rehabilitate the rivers becau e if the community in 
the tate know about and care of their ri er ,the will take 
the trouble not to thro\ an rubbi h or toxic ub tance 
including from factorie into the ri er. 

.. what i happening here i a if the ri er have become 
a dumping ground for rubbi h not only from villagers but 
al 0 from industrie and actorie . 

J We e en recei ed information that ometime in the 
middle of the ni ht or earl morning, orne irre ponsible 
people u e-Iorrie to di po e of their indu trial wa te which 
end up polluting the river. 

"That i what the campaign today i about, an awarene 
about taking care of the ri\'e whil w al 0 relea e fi h and 
prawn frie into the river ,~ he aid 

"I have al 0 ugge ted (0 the Pulatan Di. tricr Office that a 
committee be et up to monitor rive and peciall the 
Petaga river and it I m. hope also for other ri ers in the 
State 0 that the villager living alongside them will be more 

Yah. a.aod aleem presenting fish and 
prawn fries to Petagas area village chief 

committed and respon ible in taking care of them. 
" We ha e seen Universiti MaJa ia Sabah (UMS) commit

ted to a i t us in improving the situation in the rivers 
ratewide and, e peciaU ,the Petaga ri er here which is still 

in a poor state. 
. "Likewise we are al 0 sugge ring to the villagers that the 

refrain from continuing to build their home along the ri er- -
~~ . 

"Mo l of the exi ring riverbank home have their backs 
toward the ri er. we are urging tho e with land next to 
the ri er in tead to build their home facing the river 0 the 
can admire the b auty of the riv~r.: rather than the ri er being 
relegated to the back. 

"Also tructure including home hould not be et up on 
the riparian re erve along the rive . That is our goal one da 
that the riparian reserv along the river be de oid of an 
tructure but turned into a recreational and beautiful place • 

for the enjoyment of all and the ri ers be ide the re erve 
become dean and naturall full oflife. ~ 

On when this goal would be achie ed, Yahya aid progre 
ha been made inee the campaign was first launched in 
April 


