Govts’ support crucial
for Heart of Borneo

CONSERVATION and gaps might appear when key
sustainable development are institutions and individuals
two sides of the same coin and become inactive.,

neither happens in isolation, He concluded that
Datuk Dr Mikaail Kavanagh, “something very major needs

told 250 participants of an

international conference in

Kota Kinabalu on Tuesday.
He added that this is as true

to happen” in order to fulfill

the unfulfilled promise of

digital mapping in Borneo.
Dr Glen Reynolds, Director

for Borneo as it is anywhere of the South-east Asia
else in the world. Rainforest Research
The day-long conference, Programme (SEARRP) of the

with the theme, “Discover
Borneo”, was organized by
Yaysan Sabah in conjunction

Roval Society, presented a
paper on “Current Efforts in
Centralizing Information In

with the official launching of Various Parts of Borneo”.

the k@Borneo portal by Chief ¢ N e He said the Royal Society,
Minister Datuk Musa Aman, _ : " , | through the SEARR
with the view to highlight the Forests Canopy: balancing between conservation and sustainable programme, has put in place a
importance of informationto  development of Borneo Island. series of strategic research
promote Borneo. projects that would address

Dr Mikaail set the tone for

No other government department has done as well

the major issues facing

thé conference by saying in : tropical forests in the context
his keynote address that a3 th_e Forestry Department and due credit 90est0  of change in climate and land
information, integration and  its Director, Datuk Sam Mannan and many of his use.

participation are “critical
components” for the Heart of
Borneo (HoB), just as they are
in any other conservation
Initiative,

good officers.

Dr Junaidi Payne, Senior Technical Advisor with WWF-Malaysia.

This, he said, is done in
collaboration with Royal
Soclety’s key partners in
Sabah, particularly Yayasan
Sabah, the Sabah Forestry

The keynote address Department, the management
speaker, who settled in committees of the Danum
Malaysia in- 1978 and Valley and Maliau Basin.
embarked on a 25-vear career A regional hub
with WWF-Malaysia, now “It is our hope that these
serves as Special Advisor to projects will collectively form

the WWF International’s
support for HoB initiative.
Biggest on the planet
Dr Mikaail noted that the
HoB is one of the biggest
conservation programmes on
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a regional hub for ecosystem
research and provide
opportunities to rationalize
data collection and
information sharing not just
on Borneo, but across the

the planet, and that it tropics.”
illustrates the growth over a Dr. Glennoted thatthe work
decade ofanaudacious, almost ‘ of the Society has been built
outrageous, conservation » . upon its 25-year history of
idea. 7 JUnaiS Fayne o e research at Danum Valley. He
With the HoB covering a effort.” some of the “excellent nowservesasaseniorscientist
total area of over 200,000 sq In his opinion, the interest, compilations” ofpublications. atthefield centrethere, having
km, he said its size is about encouragement and support Outstanding work started work on the SEARR
90% of United Kingdom, 65%  that HoB has received from He made special mentionof  programme since 2000.
of the whole Malaysian the governments of the three  theannualreportsofthe Sabah Dr Jacqueline Pugh
Federation, and 300 times the Bornean countries “is key to  Forestry Department, saving Kitingan,
size bf Singapore. generating  widespread that they were outstanding, ethnomuqlcologlstholdmgthe
Hesaidthatontheonehand, support t}mtpquaBpa.s'tthe on tune, and comprehensive Kadazandusun Chair at
theworld'stropicalforestsare  tipping point”. in contents. Universiti Malaysia Sabah
generally acknowledged to be He gave a brief account of “No other government (UMS), made a presentation
global treasure houses of majoractionsjointlytakenby department has done as well onthe“Importanceofcollating
biodiversityontheotherhand, the three governments since  as the Forestry Department of Traditional Knowledge in
human pressures are the declaration of the HoB and due credit goes to its Sustainable Transforming
threatening their very initiative was officially Director,Datuk SamMannan Rural Indigenous People of

survival by clearing and over

endorsed in Bali, on Feb. 12,

and many ofhis goodofficers.”

Borneo".

harvesting them. 2007, Among the outstanding She holds the view that
“Plus, there is fragmenting Tan SriDatuKhalilDatuHj publications he highlighted Borneo societies are rich in
of what is left into non-viable Jamalul, the Director of are: Tree Flora of Sabah and traditional knowledge.

patchworksofsmall areasthat
rapidly decline in species
composition and ecological
functioning.”
Forconservation tosucceed,
Dr. Mikaail stressed, very

Yayasan Sabah, was on hand
to welcome the panel of seven
speakers and participants at
the opening session.
Chairman ofthe conference,
held at the mini theatre of

Sarawak; Kinabalu - Summit
of Borneo; Maliau Basin -
Sabah’s Lost World; the 2008
annual report of Sabah
Forestry Department; and A
Field Guide to the Frogs of

“Although undergoing
culture change and social
transformation, peopleshould
be able to access their
traditional land and
environment as well as their

large blocks (of forests) need Menara Tun Mustapha, at Borneo. history, intangible cultural

to be protected. Likas, was Datuk Dr Abdul Payne, a biologist and an  heritage and other traditional
He said this was the initial LatiffMohamad,theEmeritus  author of many books related  system of knowledge.”

andsimpleideathatgavebirth  Professor of the Faculty of toconservation includingone For future generations

to the Heart of Borneo

conservation programme.
“But the reality is that the

forests have always provided

many goods and services for

Science and Technology,
Universiti Kebangsaan
Malaysia (UKM).

After the opening session,
all participants were invited

on the Orang Utans, spoke of
his experience in finding
reliable information.

Among the major sources of
information he listed are:

Dr. Jacqueline, who is an
associate professor in UMS's
School of Social Science, told
conference participants that
the systematic collation,

the local communities who to attend the opening world wide webs (www), documentation and
haveatthesametimeadapted ceremonyofk@bormeoportal through the Internet; public preservation of data are
to modern economic atthemainauditoriumbythe libraries: universities; essential for access by future
development with allitscosts chief minister, before governmentdepartmentsand generations.
and benefits.” returning in the afternoonfor agencies; bookshops and She also stressed the
He invited conference the presentation of papers. networking colleagues. importance of indigenous
participants to take note that Dr Junaidi Payne, a Giving each of these languages and the need for
HoBisnotaproposalforalock conservationspecialistwhois categoriesaratingfromoneto  digitalizationofrecordeddata,
away of the whole area under attached to WWF-Malaysiaas 10, he placed the www at the for genetic banks, and that
total protectionasagiantpark. senior technical advisor for top with a score of 10, copyright and intellectual

“Rather, it isaproposal fora
coreof total protection,setina

connecting buffer zone of

its Borneo programme, spoke
on the “Trends in Generating

Conservation Information in

bookshops and networking
colleagues at 5, government
agencies at only 2; whilst

property rights must be
maintained.
Touchingonchallenges, she

sustainable human use.” Sabah”. public libraries and said the destruction of the
Very different conditions He found that the universitiesareatthebottom environment leads to the
Dr Mikaail pointed out that availability of good spatial rank of 1. disruptionoftraditional socio-
HoB involves three different information, “abigweakness” Some weaknesses economic systems, the loss of
countries of Brunei and that there are no clear Payne discussed the indigenous pharmacopoeia,
Darussalam, Indonesia and trends for generating implications of these and the loss of resources for

Malaysia and that very conservation information in weaknesses in generating material culture.

different conditions apply in  Sabah. reliable and up-to-date In cases related to the

different parts of a landscape. However, Payne, who has information on Borneo. destruction of historical sites
“This requires great been living in Sabah since He advocates the wider use  and monuments, she gave the

national commitment, 1979, noted that the ofthewww throughInternet, example of the Liwagu dam,

including finding efficient availability of printed stressedtheneedtoencourage andtheproposed Buayandam.

ways of coordinating the materials “is significant” in and facilitate individual Asforchallenges within the

intergovernmental, trilateral

the state and gave examples of

researchers, and warned that
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communities, Dr Jacqueline,
who is also an Adjunct
Research Fellow In
Anthropology in the School of
Political and Social Inquiry,
Monash University,
Australia, said these include
the demise of traditional
experts. Othersuchchallenges
are, entranceof newmediaand
ignorance of the younger
generations, she added.

Prior to joining Universiti
Malaysia  Sabah, Dr
Jacqueline worked for many
years as music director cum
cultural research officer iIn
Sabah’s Ministry of Culture,

‘ e —— . Youth and Sports, and was a
Prof Emeritus Abdul Latiff Mohamd (far right), Conference chairman, with the panel of seven speakers on his left  research affiliate of the Sabah
at the Borneo International Conference on ‘Discover Borneo’ in Kota Kinabalu last Tuesday. Museum.



