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Musa: . Biotesn ~~p.~~~ ~edium for Sabah's economic .9,rowth 
By MARRYAN RAZAN He said he believed this would ronment was protected m Its endeavour 
marryan@newsabahtimes,com.my create more job opportunities and to bring further development to 

change the economic scenario of the Sabah. 
KOTA KINABALU: Biotechnology 
has potential to become the. "medium" 
for economic growth and generate new 
wealth for Sabah. 

It can also mcrease the income of 
the people, Chief Minister Datuk: Seri 
Musa Haji Arnan said. 

He said through the Halatuju, the 
State government has outlined the need 
for the benefits of science and tech­
nology, especially biotechnology to 
boost Sabah's development. 

"As such, the government has in­
troduced various initiatives to facilitate 
our participation in bioeconomy with 
focus on knowledge," he said in his 
speech at a briefing on Bioeconomy in 
Sabah Development Corridor (SDC) 
here yesterday. 

Musa who is also Finance Minister 
a~ded that in developing Sabah, the 
government .has initiated the SDC fo­
cusing on infrastructure, tourism man­
u~actuJ"4lg and agriculture induding 
blotecluiology. . 

"These efforts and initiatives reflect 
our commitment, determination and 
earnestness' via the Economic Trans­
formation Programme which is the cat­
alyst for economic growth," he said. 

State. . . At the function yesterday, the Chief 
. Musa also said the implementation Minister witnessed the signing of three 

of SDC's phase two investment spear- agreements. . 
headed by the private sector, also The first agreeme?t was SIgned 
played a role including in bioeconomy b~tween SEDIA and BlOtechCorp. Se­
development. . · dJa :-vas represented by its chief ex-

"There is a need to change the way ecutl\~e D.atuk. Dr Mohd Ya~b H~ji 
we think and act so as to move with the Johan :-vhile BIotechnology by ItS chIef 
times. We must be open-minded, think executIve officer Datuk Dr Mohd Na­
creatively and be receptive to ' new zlee Kamal. 
ideas. The other ·two agreements were 

"I am confident we are capable of between Institut . Bioteknologi Ke­
translating concepts and policies with bangsaan MalaysIa q-.rrB~, Yayas~n 
good ideas into concrete action in our Sabah (YS) and UnIVersiti MalaYSIa 
efforts to develop a bioeconomy," he Sabah cyMS) as well as between SE­
said. . D~ BiotechCorp and Tera Garden 

Musa added that with an abundance BIOtech. 
of natural resources ethno-botanic NIBM was represented by chief 
knowledge and a cl~ envir:onment, executive o~cer Prof D~tuk Dr Mohd 
Sabah has great potential to attract the Isa Abd MaJlb, YS by. ItS group .cor­
biotechnology industry to develop the porate secr~tary Dr K~ Samsun and 
economy to a higher level. UMS by ItS deputy ~Ice chancellor 

Musa meanwhile hailed the co- (rese3!ch & mnov.atlOn) Prof Dr 
operation between BiotechCorp and Shahril Yusof. . . 
SEDIA (Sabah Economic Develop- . ~lso presen~ were .Dep.u!y C.~ef 
ment & Investment Authority) in sup- Mmlster Tan Sn. Joseph Pamn Kitm­
porting the bioeconomy initiative in · gan, Fe,deral ~c~ence, Technology & 
Sabah. InnovatIOn MInIster Datuk Seri Dr 

And he also stressed that the State M~",:imus Ongkili and Youth & Sp.orts 
government would ensure the envi- MInIster Datuk Peter Pang En Yin. 


