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KOlA KINABALU: 
Universiti Malaysia Sabah 
(UMS) and Sawit Kinabalu 
signed a Memorandum of 
Understanding (MoU) to 
enhance research of palm 
oil, especially in Sabah. 

Through the MoU, UMS 
will set up a Sustainable 
Palm Oil Research Unit 
(SPOR) with the Palm. Oil 
Industry in Malaysia to 
lead the research on palm 
oil products together: with 
Sawit Kinabalu. 

Chief Minister Datuk 
Seri Musa Aman who wit­
nessed the signing cere­
mony represented by Prof 
Dr Mohd Harun Abdullah 
from UMS 
(pic) and 
Saw i t 
Kinabalu 
Managing 
Director 
Othman 
Walat said 
the venture would trigger 
a new wave in the develop­
ment of the palm oil indus­
try. 

"The palm oil industry 
is a ' major player in the 
country's economy, in 
line with Sabah as the 
biggest producer of palm 
oil in the country with an 
estimated production area 
of 1.4 million hectares. 

Musa hoped research 
carried out through the 
latest initiative would 
enhance existing products 
or develop new intellectu­
al products and property 
that can be commer­
cialised. 

Meanwhile, Dr Mohd 
Harun said SPOR would 
emphasize on a compre­
hensive research right 
from the planting stage to 
environmental aspects. 
. "SPOR will pool togeth­

er experts involved in 
multi disciplines at UMS to 
carry out a concerted 
research pro'cedure, using 
the various resources avail­
able in the Island of 
Borneo, to assist in the pre­
vention and control of the 
Ganoderma boninense dis­
ease that affects oil palm 
trees," he said. 

Ganoderma boninense 
is one of the main disease 
affecting palm oil trees as 
it attacks the stem of the 
trees, thus reducing yjeld. 


