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KOTA KINABALU, Sept 26 (Bernama) -- The book The Transformative Integrated Living Lab (TILL): From 

Philosophy to Practice offers an opportunity for people from outs ide Sabah to gain a closer understanding of 

the state, particu lar ly its rich biodiversity, local knowledge and efforts to improve the soc ioeconom ic well ­

being of com m unities. 

Min ister in the Prime Minister's Department (Sabah and Sarawak) Datuk Mustapha Sakm ud said t he book, 

published by Universiti Malaysia Sabah (UMS), highlighted t he Living Lab concept as a model that could be 

emulated by other universities, w hile a lso having t he potent ia l to be expanded to ot her states and at the 

internat iona l leve l. 

"Through this book, people from outside Sabah, in particu la r, can gain a better understanding of t he state as 

its contents high light Saba h's rich biod iversity, as well as how research find ings a re channelled to 

communit ies to improve their living standards and help them generate incom e," he sa id. 

He said t his to reporters a fter launching t he book at the Sabah Internationa l Convention Cent re here today. 

Also p resent were UMS v ice- chancello r Professor Dat uk Dr Kasim Mansor and deputy vice- chancello r 

(Research and Innovation), who is a lso t he book's autho r, Prof Dr Rosa la m Sarbat ly. 

Mustapha said t he approach highlighted in the book a lso took into account Sabah's loca l knowledge, which 

has its own unique cha racteristics and may not necessarily be found elsewhere. 

The book's content could a lso serve as a reference fo r academics and students, particularly in 

understanding the methods a nd approaches adopted by UMS in the Sabah context. 

"Th is is our model in Sabah. There is loca l knowledge t hat is not found elsewhere. The book was a lso w ritten 

by our own lect urers who a re from Sabah and understand the uniqueness of its local knowledge," he said. 

He added that such documentation was important to ensure that the experiences and methods developed 

in Sabah cou ld be learned from and shared with the wider academ ic com m unity. 

Meanwhi le, Rosa lam said the book was w ritten based on his experience beginning in 2022, inc luding effo rts 

to understa nd t he need to develop a Living Lab framework suited to t he Malaysian and Sabah contexts. 

Citing t he Living Lab approach developed in Europe as an exam ple, he said it could not be d irect ly applied in 

Sabah as local cond it ions requ ired an approach t hat took into account the relationship between the 

environment, soc iety and the econom y. 

"Sabah is actually a com plete ecosystem where learn ing should take place here. When we do something in 

Sabah, it can become a solut ion to p rob lems across the reg ion because our envi ronment, soc iety and 

economy a re interconnected," he said. 

Rosalam sa id the book a lso explained that Living Lab should not be technology- o riented a lone, but should 
instead focus on addressing rea l-world p roblems as well as the needs of local communit ies and 

ecosystem s. 
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