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Hajiji urges stronger Sabah-US ties for sustainable growth 
B y Bernaina Septeniber 2, 2026@ 10:08pm 

Sabah Chief Minister Datuk Seri Hajiji Noor has ca lled for stronger Sabah-US ties through strategic partnerships focused on sustainable 
growth, trade. education, conservation and investment. - NSTP pie 

KOTA KINABALU: Chief Min ister Datuk Seri Hajij i Noor has called for stronger Sabah-United States cooperation through strategic partnerships based on 

mutual respect and shared inte rests. 

Haj iji said ties between Sabah and the us extended beyond government-to-government relations, encompassing students, ent repreneurs, researchers, 

conservat ion ists and local communit ies. 

"By bui lding partnerships based on sustainability, opportunity, and mutual respect, Sa bah and the us can contribute to a more prosperous and secure 

future. Let us use th is moment to deepen our cooperation, turn ideas into act ion, and transform opportunities into lasting success," he said. 

His speech was de livered by Deputy Chief Ministe r II Datuk Seri Masidi Manjun at the Freedom 250 reception here tonight, held to mark the 250th 

anniversary of us independence. 

Also present were US Ass istant Secretary of State for Educat ional and Cultural Affai rs Catherine Dillon and US Embassy in Malaysia Charge d'Affaires 

David H Gamble Jr. 

Haj iji said Sabah's engagement with the us, as part of Malaysia, took place within the broader Malaysia-US strategic partnership, creat ing opportun it ies in 

trade, education, environmenta l conservation, tour ism, innovation and maritime security. 

He sa id Sabah's strateg ic location in Southeast Asia offered significant potential for sustainable growth in renewable energy, agriculture, manufacturing, 

digita l innovat ion, logistics and the blue economy. 

Hajij i also invited investors to explore opportunit ies in high-value agriculture, downst ream processing, ecoto urism, clean energy and digital services, whi le 

assuring that the state govern ment rema ined committed to improving connectivity and streamlining procedures. 

Tracing Sabah-US ties to 1865, he said us engagement in the region began nearly a century before the format ion of Malaysia, when former us Consul to 

Brunei Claude Lee Moses secu red land rights near the Kimanis River to establish the "Ellena" agricu ltural sett lement . 

"Key historica l milestones include the 1 899 port call by the aircraft carrier USS Bennington in Sandakan, early oil exploration by us fi rms in 1912, and 

scientific expeditions led by US botanists in 1914 and documentary filmmakers Osa and Martin Johnson in 1920," he said. 

Hajij i sa id enduring exchange programmes, including the Peace Corps, Ful bright teachers and the American Corner at Universiti Ma laysia Sa bah, together 

with investments by us companies such as ConocoPhillips, McDermott and Baker Hughes, continued to support local employment, education and 

community development . 

"In secur ity and conservation, joint initiatives such as the Pacific Partnership exercises and conservation projects at Tun Mustapha Park, Dan um Valley, 

and the Bornean Sun Bear Conservat ion Centre remain vital to keep ing Sabah's waters safe and protecting its unique natural heritage," he said . 


