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LABUAN: In line w ith Malaysia's h igher education 

t ransfo rmation agenda, Universit i Ma laysia Sabah 

Labuan Internationa l Campus (UMSKAL) continues to 

strengthen its commitment to developing future-ready 

graduates through the "Bhat & Beyond : A Finance 

Student Journey" international mobil ity prog ramme in 

Bangkok. 

The initiative reflects a comprehensive alignment w ith 

the nat ional strategic priorit ies of digita l transformation, 

industry integration, community empowerment, and 

internationalisat ion, integ rating academic excellence 

with real -wor ld exposure, susta inabi lity practices, and 

global collaborat ion . Through a seri es of academic, 

industry, and community-based engagements, the 
programme demonst rates UMS's proact ive role in 

advancing holistic, values-d riven education t hat 

responds to evolving global econom ic and societa l 

needs . 

The programme was organised by the International 

Finance Club of Labuan Faculty of International Finance 

(FKAL), led by Dr. Ami nah Shari , Senior Lecturer in 

Investment at the Labuan Faculty of International 

Finance, and coord inated by Laiba Ijaz Khan, 

Programme Director. The delegation comprised 15 

students from Year 2 and Year 3 of the Bachelor of 

International Bus iness (International Finance) 
programme, Labuan Faculty of I nternational Fina nce 

(FKAL), demonstrating strong engagement in 

experiential and globally oriented learn ing . 

As part of the programme, students part icipated in a 

seri es of structured academic and indust ry visits, 

beginn ing with the Bank of Thailand Learn ing Center. 

Th is visit prov ided exposure to the evolution of 

Thaila nd's financia l system, t he role of cent ral banking 

inst itutions, and the implementation of moneta ry policy 

in ensuring economic stability. I nteract ive learning 

environments further enhanced students ' un derstanding 

of financia l literacy and economic development within a 

rea l-world po licy context . 

The programme cont inued with an academic 

engagement at the Facu lty of Economics, Kasetsart 

University, where discussions focused on st rengthening 

bilateral col laborat ion and expanding opportunities for 

academic exchange . The delegat ion was wa rm ly 
rece ived by Associate Professor Dr. Ku lapa Ku ld il ok, 

Dean of the Faculty of Economics, together with 
Assoc iate Professor Dr. Thanas in Tanompongphandh, 

Assoc iate Dean for International Affai rs, an d Wan id a 
Kammani, Fore ign Re lat ions Officer. The meeting was 

held at Meeting Room EC5628, Economic Laboratory 

Bui lding, Faculty of Economics. 

The session was conducted as a hybrid meeting 

(physica l and virtua l) , with Associate Professor Dr. 

Geoffrey Harvey Tanak injal, Dean of Labuan Faculty of 

International Finance, joining vi rtua ll y. The discussion 

covered st rategic initiatives including faculty excha nge 

programmes, student mobil ity, visiting lect urer s, and 

the development of co llaborat ive academic programmes 

with credit t ransfe r arrangements. 

The meet ing also served as a platform for preli minary 

discuss ions aimed at exploring new avenues for jo int 

academic initiatives . In-depth d iscussions are ongoing 

to ensure that the initiatives outl ined in the Letter of 

I ntent (LOI) and Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) 

are effect ively implemented and mutua lly benefic ial, 

supporting meaningful lea rning experiences for all . Key 
areas discussed included facult y exchange prog rammes, 

student mobility, visiting lecturer engagements, and the 
development of co llaborat ive academic programmes 

with credit transfe r arrangements between both 

inst itut ions . 

Recog nised for its st rong academic standing, Kasetsart 

University is ran ked 5th in Thai land out of 42 higher 

education instit utions in the SCimago Institutions 

Rankings (SIR) 2026, reinforcing the strategic va lue of 

th is partnership . The engagement also incl uded an 

offic ial invita t ion fo r Kasetsart University to partic ipate 

in the upcoming 8th Stock Trad ing Competition (STC), 
further strengthening academic-industry linkages and 

regional collaboration . Delegates were also given the 

opportunity to explore the campus environment an d 

visit the Kasetsart Un iversity Da iry Center, gaining 

insights into research, education, and innovation 

initiatives. 
I n advancing industry integration and digita l 

transformation, students were exposed to real-world 

financia l environments through a visit to the Stock 

Exchange of Tha iland (SET) . Bri dging the gap between 

theory and real-world practice, students stepped 

beyond the classroom into the dynam ic environment of 

the Stock Exchange of Thai land (SET), gaining firsthand 

experience of capital market ope rations . 

The expe rience provided immersive exposure to capital 

market operations through interactive platforms, 

financia l simulations, and digita l learning too ls. 

Students participated in live t rading simulat ions, 

allow ing them to apply theoret ical knowledge in 

practica l settings whi le enhancing ana lyt ica l th inking 
and decision-making skills . 

The visit also high lighted the transformation of financia l 

markets through technology, rei nforcing the importance 

of digital competencies in navigating modern financial 
ecosystems . Exposure to both historica l and 

contemporary trading systems enabled students to 
appreciate the evolut ion of financia l markets and the 

role of innovation in driving econom ic growth . 

Complementing academic and indust ry exposure, the 

programme emphasised commun it y engagement and 

susta inabi li ty th rough the Green Legacy Proj ect on 28 

March 2026, marking the first international 

environmenta l conservation initiative spearheaded by 

the International Finance Club, UMSKAL, held at the 

Khao Kh iao Nature and Wi ldlife Educat ion Center, 

Thailand . 

The project was conducted in col laboration with 

Chu lalongkorn University, wh ich is ranked 1st in 

Thailan d and 3rd in ASEAN in t he QS World University 

Rankings: Sustainability 2026 . This init iative reflects the 

integration of susta inability princip les into higher 

education and re inforces the importance of 

environmenta l respons ibi lity among future graduates . 

The programme was organised through a co llaboration 

between the Internationa l Finance Club and the 

Rotaract Club of Chula longkorn Universi ty, The initiative 

aimed to promote environmental sustainability, 

strengthen cross-cu ltura l engagement, and encourage 

co ll aborative learn ing among university students . 

Students participated in hands-on conse rvation 

activit ies includ ing tree planting, seasonal seed 

plant ing, and mineral lick repair, contributing to 

biodiversity preservation and ecosystem restoration. 

These activities provided mean ingful experientia l 

learn ing opportunities aligned with Environmental, 

Social and Governance (ESG) princip les and the United 

Nations Sustainable Development Goals {SDGs), 

particu larly SDG 13 (Climate Act ion), SDG 15 (Life on 

Land), and SDG 17 (Partnerships for the Goa ls). 

Part icipants also engaged in buddy-matching sessions, 
team-bui lding activities, and cross-cu ltural interactions 

between Malaysian and Tha i students . These 

engagements strengthened communication sk ills, global 

awareness, and collaborative capabilities, which are 
essential att ributes for graduates in an interconnected 

world. 

In add ition to environmenta l initiatives, students 

participated in gr-oup activit ies and a symbol ic gift 

exchange session, creating memorable experiences and 

re info rcing the spir it of international f r iendship and 

co llaboration. I mportantly, the in itiative embodies 

values-based learn ing, integrating ethical values such 

as responsibi lity, integrity, teamwork, and 

environmenta l stewardsh ip into rea l-world experiences . 

Th is reflects Malaysia's aspiration to develop holistic 

graduates who are not only academically competent but 

also socially responsible and ethical ly g rounded . 

Overal l, the "Bhat & Beyond" programme demonstrates 

a holist ic approach to higher education transformation 

by integ rat ing d igit al innovation, industry relevance, 

community impact, and international coll aborat ion . It 

re inforces Un iversiti Malaysia Sabah's role as a forward­

looking institution committed t o producing globally 

competent, future- ready, and socia lly responsible 
graduates . This in it iat ive also st rengthens strategic 

academic partnersh ips w ithin the ASEAN region, 
positioning UMS as an active contr ibutor to reg ional 

co llaboration an d global knowledge exchange, in line 

with nationa l aspirations for higher educat ion 

excellence. 
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Dr Am inah (fifth from r ight) , with participa nts at the 

Investment Discovery Museum. 


