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KOTA KINABALO: Unill'ersiti 
Malaysia Sabah (UMS) recently 
engaged students and local families 
at - uie Royal Malaysian Navy 
(RMN) Base in Teluk $epanuar 
through the Smart Care: Safe 
Childcare, Thriving Community 
programm~ reinforci~ its role as 
a community-focused institution 
of hig),er learning. 

Organised by the Early 
Childhood Education Programme 
(PAKK) under the Faculty of 
Psychology and Education 
(FPPS). the initiative involwd 
105 participants. induding UMS 
students and so community 
members. primarily mothers from 
the RMN BAKAT Assooation. 

The programme focused on 
holistic child care, covering health. 
nutrition. teaching tecliniques. 
and child behaviour managemen~ 

aimed at enhancing family well­
being and communitynsilience. 

PAKK FPPS programme "-I 
Or Mohd Zafartn Zakaria said 
the initiative otfertd valuable 
opportunities for parents. 
educators. and students to learn 
through hands,on expenence. 

This programme offers 
participants the opportunity 
to dee~ their understanding 
of child care and education. 
induding exduslve breastfeeding 
leehniques. healthy nutritional 
practlo,s, as well as exposure 
to basic first aid skilh SUCh as 
cardiopulmonary ~suscltatlon 
(CPR) to prepare for emttgency 
situations. 

Toro ugh hands-on 
participation in th• acuvmes. 
participants gained meaningful 
experiences that contribute to 

UMS students posina for a p-oup photo with the &UHi of honour and participants. 

children'sholistlcdeveJ~-nus -(APM~JdtheBAKATcommunll)( lilothas and UMS students 
well as the well-being ~es strengthening networks worked together to prod~ simple 
and the community." he said between the university and teaching kits for use at ~ 

The programme was delivered external agencies in empowering Special activities for children 
in collaboration with the Ministry community education. were organised using play-based 
of Health Malaysia (MOH), the Participants also took part in learning methods. inc,orporatlng 
Malaysla.n Civil Defence Fortt group competitions. where BAKAT creative. sensoty, and social 

activitiestailoredto~mental 
stages. The opening and closing 
ceremonies were officiated by 
RM N Eastern Fleet Deputy 
Com!IIMlder First Admiral Erman 
Shahril Adlan. who praised the 
programme coordinator. Saturia 
Arniruddin. for her commitment 
to its success. 

Programme director Nurul 
Fatin FasiM Norhambe described 
the positive response from the 
community as evidence of the 
importance of such initiatives in 
raising awareness of quality child 
care. 

The Smart care programme 
reflects UMS' ongoing 
commitment to early community 
developmen~ the lifelong learning 
agenda. and producing graduates 
who are knowledgeabl~ skilled 
and socially responsible. 


