Four water resources identified in UMS
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KOTA KINABALU: Four water
sources have been identified
in Universiti Malaysia Sabah
{(UMS), said Deputy Minister
of Higher Education, Datuk Ts.
Mustapha Sakmud.

He said this to reporters
after attending a briefing on
the progress of the on-going
proposed six tube wells to tap
underground water worth BEM3
million announced by Prime
Minister Datuk Seri Anwar
Ibrahim on May 31, 2023.

“From the briefing by the
geologist earlier, so far we have
identified four water sources
around UMS and the drilling
process will be done as soon as
possible to ensure that there is
indeed a water source according
to the geologist’s study.

“And when the water source
is sufficient, then we will build
a filter plant so that we can
distribute waters to the students’
hostels,” he said.

According to Mustapha who
is the Sepanggar Member of
Parliament, there will be a total
of six tube wells under the RM3
muillion allocation, that will be
constructed by two appointed
contractors.

With the four water sources
identified, four tube wells are
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expected to be drilled soon.

“1 will monitor this matter
every week and I want to make
sure that the contractors comply
with the contractual agreement.

“We will make sure that
these four tube wells are the
priority here. However, the
remaining two water resources
need to be found quickly so that
we can meet the contractual
agreement,” he added.

The briefing also attended
by UMS Vice-Chancellor Prof
Datuk Dr Kasim Mansur.

Mustapha also stressed that
there is no misappropriation
of the RM3 million fund that
was channelled to the Sabah
Implementation Coordination
Unit (ICU) for payment to
contractors.

He stressed that the fund
had been used best according
to the financial procedures
and applauded UMS, as the
implementing agency for
emphasising the management of

this project in accordance with
the financial procedures that
have been set.

As for the recent additional
EM2 million allocations
announced by the Higher
Education Ministry, Mustapha
said the fund was meant for
piping works, connecting water
from the tube wells to the
hostels.

Following the visit of Minister
of Higher Education Datuk
Seri Zambry Abdul Kadir last
week who was welcomed by
undergraduates and staged a
protest against water supply
in the university, it became a
national issue.

Mustapha said that the Prime
Minister had mentioned the
incident as the first agenda
during the Finance Ministry’s
event and at the Cabinet
meeting.
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Mustapha checking on the water from the tube well near Tun Pengiran Ahmad Raffae residential
hostel.



