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K(rtA :\ group of ( ni- 
versiti Malaysia Sabah engineering 
studenls has developed it protot%i)4 
e"o-friendly vehicle which they hop,. 
could become an alternative to th.. 
inelticient internal combustion s)s- 
tem used in Conventional cars. 

'lire teas design of the vehicle is 
like that of a salrun. uider. and built 
partialh using fibreg ss to inºprow 
its aerod}nantirs. hen(v. fuel ron- 
sumption. 

The three-wheeled, single-seat 
vehicle has a 35er engine N7th a fuel 
injection s. stern. 

tailed the "Axolot'. the 70cm-tall 
vehicle will be showcased at the 
Shell : co-Marathon Asia competi- 
tion at the tiepang International l: ir- 
cuit on luls 7 and'). 

Atsnrt IM teams from 13 coun- 
tries around Asia will take part in 
the competition. Inch aims da ad- 
dress the global energy challenge 
and help the world meet its grossing 
desire for mobilits in a more sus- 
ilnable %%as. 

Calling themselves 'learn It MS. 
he 23 engineering students In- 

voked in the design and develop- 
ment of the prototype hope that 
their participation in the event will 

Universiti Malaysia Sabah lecturer and Team IUMS adviser Chua Bih Lu (left) with team members, (from left) 
Javier Isaac, Syamshul Rasyid, Agnesius Muslin, Mohd Nasib Syamsudin and Hasmil Hussein and 'Axolot'. 

generate interest in research and 
innovation. particularly in auto- 
motive terhn tIo. ', and energ\ ef- 
ficienc) among the younger gen- 
eration. 

Their imentiun will be show- 
cased in the prototype categur) for 
futuristic and streamlined %ehi- 
cles designed to rnaxintise fuel ef- 
ficiency through innucative de- 
sign. 

The long Lernt ubjecti%e is to 
build the newt efficient petrol fuel 
prototype ear in Asia and then de- 
velop is sustainable prototype car 

66 THE LONG TERM OBJECTIVE IS TO 
BUILD THE MOST EFFICIENT 
PETROL FUEL PROTOTYPE CAR IN 
ASIA AND THEN DEVELOP A 
SUSTAINABLE PROTOTYPE CAR 
USING RENEWABLE ENERGY. " 

- Syomshul Rashid 
head of design team 

using renewable energy, " said 
S}amshul Rashid, who heads the 
design team. 

Boasting an average fuel con- 
sumption of 2(N)km per litre with a 
top sl>44d of 45kph, the Axolot Will 
compete in the energy source cat- 
egorv for petrol fuelled cars at the 
two-marathon challenge. 

Team adviser(: hua Bih Iji slid the 
. 'txxolot sports a distinctive military 
clunuuflage pattern, a Surefire %%ay 

to make it st: md lunong the other 
vehicles expected to take part in the 
challenge. 


