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. The negative im-
pacts of building the
proposed . Papar
. Dam include earth-
quake induced by
immense water pres-
sure on“the ‘earth
crust, according to
Prof. Dr Felix Tongkul (pic) of University
Malaysia Sabah (UMS)’s Natural Dlsaster
Research Centre. -

He said the location receives some of
the highest tainfall ‘in. Sabah; some
3,000mm a year;and doesnotneed a dam,
whichis best builtin an area like drought-
~ prone Kudat district.

“Extra dammed-up water can mduce

micro earthquakes. Dams alter the ecosys-

- _tem, thus affecting physical, chemicaland

biological systems.

“Existing earthquakes within the vicin-
ity of the proposed Papar Dam also add
risk to the safety of the dam,” he said.

He cited as an example the Kenyir Dam
in Terengganu, which was completed in
1987 with a height of 150m.

“Numerous earthquakes with a maxi-

mum of 4.6 magnitude occurred during
flooding from 1984 to 1987 and contmued

up to 2016, he said.

settlements in the Upper Papar Riverisre-

grettable.
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- “Dams displace populatio w1th estab- Pa

lished livelihood in the affected area and are

_expensive to construct, nme«consurmngk

and sometimes quite expenswe to maintain.

cate balance of the hy:
both upstream and downstream.
“It will cause a huge loss to ecological
and economic resources in the affected
area;” he added.
Dr Felix said building dams is not the

"best solution to our future water supply as
‘too much is being sacrificed, and there are

available alternatives.

“Large dams of more than 15m in -

height disrupt the flow of rivers, causing
imbalance to the natural hydrologlcal and
ecological systems.

“This disruption has a long-term effect
~on both upstream and downstream
ecosystems. The bigger the dam, like mega
dam of more than 150m, the

disruptions,” he said.

centis protected under the Cmc
Park and forest reserve.

He said on the upstréam of the pro- ‘

posed Papar Dam, flooding of natural re-

sources and cultural heritage of vﬂlage .
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He opined that dams are vetted to a
much deeper environmental and socio-
economlc standards than inthe past.

less detmnenfal to the en
soc1ety



